
Praise for the Big Idiom Question Bank

“As anyone who has prepared for the GMAT will tell you, idioms are 
one of the biggest problem areas on the test. Things that sound good 
turn out to be wrong and things that sound wrong turn out to be correct. 
The questions in this book do a great job of drilling the correct idioms 
in your head, so that by the time you are done with all 100 questions, the 
correct idioms start coming to you almost instinctively. The best resource 
available out there for idioms.” 

             — Rajat Sethi, GMAT 750 (Columbia – Class of 2016)

“I totally agree with this book when it says that idioms can’t be memorized. 
I have tried to do so and I have failed hopelessly. The thing is, we get so 
used to using the wrong idiom that it just ends up sounding better than 
the correct one. The only way to get idioms right is to get them wrong a 
few times, as this book says, because then they permanently get registered 
in your mind. I have totally seen that work for me and highly recommend 
this book to anyone who is struggling with idioms.”

   — Deborrah Liane, GMAT 760 (NYU Stern – Class of 2015)

“While most other books focus on giving you long idiom lists, this book, 
instead, takes a very innovative approach by giving you idiom based 
practice questions, and a full hundred of them. I have tried every idiom 
list out there and this book is the only thing that worked for me because 
when you actually attempt SC questions and get an idiom wrong a few 
times, you always tend to remember it in future. That’s exactly what this 
book makes you do. Kudos to the Aristotle team for coming up with this 
excellent resource!”

           — Arshi Khanam, GMAT 730 (INSEAD – Class of 2016)

“The best book that you can refer to if you are struggling with idioms. 
The questions in this book cover all the idioms commonly tested on the 
GMAT and they test you on these idioms repeatedly so that by the time 
you are done with all the questions, the correct idiom gets etched in your 
mind. Getting idioms right by getting them wrong a few times is a truly 
innovative approach and one that works beautifully. A big thumbs up 
from me!”

  — Deeksha Jashnani, GMAT 760 (Stanford – Class of 2015)
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The Big Idiom Question Bank 2017 for the GMAT Pocket Book 
provides you with a glimpse of the Wiley-Aristotle The Big Idiom 
Question Bank 2017 for the GMAT—the only book you need to 
ace the challenging Idiom-based Questions in the GMAT Verbal 
Section. 

The Pocket Book includes a selection of some sample questions and 
their answers and explanations from the main book, to help you 
understand the unique structured approach adopted in the complete 
book as a key preparatory material for answering Idiom-based 
questions on the GMAT. 

For extensive practice and complete content coverage, please refer 
to the complete version of the book The Big Idiom Question Bank 
2017 for the GMAT.
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About The Big Idiom Question Bank 2017 for 
the GMAT 
When it comes to Idioms, all non-native speakers of English tend 
to face difficulty. The problem is not only that students aren’t aware 
of the correct idiom but also that they are so used to using the idiom 
incorrectly that they may end up eliminating the correct version 
on the test and going with the incorrect version because it sounds 
correct. The matter is further compounded by questions testing 
students on the correct usage of words such as whether and if, like 
and such as, etc.

While there are several idiom lists available online, idioms cannot 
really be memorized; rather they have to be absorbed so that they 
become almost like a reflex action. This is only possible if you 
practice a large number of GMAT type questions testing you only 
on Idioms and Usage based errors. Unfortunately, such a practice 
resource was not available until now.

To solve this problem, we have published the The Big Idiom Question 
Bank 2017 for the GMAT with an exclusive set of 100 Idiom and 
Usage based questions, with answers and explanations, in the same 
format as you would see them on an actual Sentence Correction 
question on the GMAT. The questions cover all the commonly 
tested idioms and usage concepts and will provide you with a 
thorough workout of these concepts. 

For anyone looking at scoring a 700-plus score on the GMAT, the 
overall accuracy rate in this book should be more than 90%. This 
is because the questions aren’t intended to be tricky or to confuse 
you; in fact, most of them will appear rather simple in construction. 
The questions are merely intended to test your knowledge of correct 
and incorrect idioms. You will notice that a lot of the commonly 
tested idioms will be repeated on several questions to ensure that you 
eventually get these correct. 

While analyzing the questions, divide the ones you get wrong in two 
groups—one comprising questions you got wrong because you did 
not know the correct idiom and the second comprising questions 
you got wrong because you couldn’t spot a particular idiom in 
the sentence. It is the former group that you need to worry about 
because in those questions, you were able to identify the idiom 
choices being tested (for example credit with and credit to), but 
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ended up going with the wrong option because you weren’t aware 
of the correct idiom.

Please note that the book is just intended to be a practice resource 
for Idiom questions; to access a comprehensive list of idioms along 
with their correct and incorrect usage and to learn other Sentence 
Correction rules and strategies, please refer to our bestselling 
GMAT book—the GMAT Sentence Correction Grail 2017.

Special Feature: Access Videos using QR Codes

The Big Idiom Question Bank for GMAT 2017 includes ‘Expert 
Speak’ videos and other exclusive training content that you can easily 
access through an app—on your smartphone or tablet—using the 
QR codes provided at various locations throughout the book. This 
will further help reinforce your understanding of the concepts.

To access the videos:

•	  Step 1 – Download and Install the App on your Smartphone/tablet
To access the videos and other content, you will need to download 
the *Wiley Test Prep App from either Apple’s App store (iTunes) 
or Google Play Store and install it on your Smartphone or tablet.

 ο  For Apple devices: Go to Apple’s App Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results 
and click on Install.

 ο  For Android devices: Go to Google Play Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results 
and click on Install.

While installing the app, you will be asked to key in the unique 
registration code printed on the last page of The Big Idiom 
Question Bank 2017 for the GMAT book. This registration code 
will work only once and on only one device.

•	  Step 2 – Scan the QR codes and access your training content
 ο  Once you have installed the app, you can access the videos and 

training content on your mobile device by scanning the QR 
codes provided throughout this book.  

•	  Open the app and click on the Scan QR Code menu option 
available under the top right corner menu. This will start the 
scanning activity for that particular QR code.                  

•	  Focus the camera of your mobile device over the desired QR code 
* The videos provided in this sample can be accessed using any generic QR code scanner.
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given in the book, and wait for a few seconds till you hear the ‘tick’ 
sound. Once the QR code has been scanned and found valid, you 
will be directed to the associated video/content.

•	  Repeat the process for all other QR codes to access their associated 
videos/content.

Note:

1. The app login will be valid for 12 months from the date of 
activation.

2. The app login is valid only for one device.
3. In case of any difficulty, please reply to the confirmation email 

that you received when you registered for the app.

Clearing your Doubts/Queries 

The purchase of the The Big Idiom Question Bank 2017 for the 
GMAT provides you direct access to the experts who have written 
this book. So, in case there is any concept or question discussed in 
this book that you do not understand, please put up the same on 
the Forums section of our website: www.aristotleprep.com. Our 
experts will respond to you within 48 hours and help clear all your 
doubts.

We hope that you will find this book useful in your quest to achieve 
a high GMAT score. 

Good Luck and Study Hard!

The Aristotle Prep Team
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Complete Table of Contents of The Big Idiom 
Question Bank 2017 for the GMAT 

Section1: Introduction 

Section2: Idiom Questions—Practice Set

Section 3: Answers and Explanations
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Idiom Questions

Instructions
The following Sentence Correction questions present a sentence, 
part or all of which is underlined. Five alternatives have been 
provided for phrasing the underlined part. The first of these 
repeats the original, while the other four are different. Follow 
the standard rules of written English to choose your answer. 
Pay special attention to grammar, word choice, and sentence 
construction.

1.  It was pointless offering John something sweet after dinner 
because he had made it clear in our past meetings that he 
didn’t much care for dessert.

(A) he didn’t much care for dessert.

(B) he was not really interested in much dessert.

(C) he didn’t much care about dessert.

(D) he didn’t care for much dessert.

(E) he didn’t hardly care for dessert.

Scan this QR Code to watch a video 
tackling a relatively easy official Sentence 
Correction question testing you on an 
idiom. 

2. Given Timothy’s extremely erratic test scores of late, his 
parents were quite worried for his final score, especially 
since Timothy had always been considered to be one of the 
brightest students in his class.  

(A) were quite worried for his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered to be

(B) were quite worried for his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered 
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(C) were quite worried about  his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered 

(D) had been quite worried about his final score, especially 
since Timothy had always been considered as

(E) were quite worried about his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered as

3. The playing style of most modern tennis players is modelled 
upon that of greats like John McEnroe and Pete Sampras.

(A) is modelled upon that of greats like John McEnroe and 
Pete Sampras

(B) is modelled upon that of greats such as John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras

(C) is modelled after that of greats like John McEnroe and 
Pete Sampras

(D) is modelled after those of such greats like John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras

(E) is modelled after that of greats such as John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras

4. The dodo, a flightless duck-like bird, was a native of Mauritius 
and is believed to be extinct now; some historians estimate its 
date of extinction at 1695.

(A) a native of Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction at

(B) a native of Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be

(C) native to Mauritius and is believed as being extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction at

(D) native to Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be

(E) native to Mauritius and is believed as being extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be
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5. The United States (US) has imposed sanctions against the 
rogue nation after that nation refused to comply to the US’ 
demands, a situation that had led to several other countries 
forbidding their corporations from dealing with that nation as 
well.

(A) against the rogue nation after that nation refused to 
comply to the US’ demands, a situation that has led to 
several other countries forbidding their corporations 
from

(B) against the rogue nation after that nation refused to 
comply with the US’ demands, a situation that has led 
to several other countries prohibiting their corporations 
from

(C) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply 
with the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several 
other countries forbidding their corporations to

(D) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply to 
the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several other 
countries prohibiting their corporations to.

(E) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply 
with the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several 
other countries prohibiting their corporations from.

6. Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet has long been viewed by 
many as the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as the greatest love 
story ever written. 

(A) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it as

(B) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it to be

(C) to be the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as

(D) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it 
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(E) for the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as

Scan this QR Code to watch a video 
tackling a tricky official Sentence 
Correction question testing you on the 
same idiom as the above question. 

7. The dance teacher insisted that Paula try and come for all the 
practice sessions because dance forms like Salsa took a lot of 
practice to perfect.

(A) try and come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms like Salsa

(B) try and come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms such as Salsa

(C) try to come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms like Salsa

(D) try and come for all the practice sessions because such 
dance forms like Salsa

(E) try to come for all the practice sessions because such 
dance forms as Salsa

8. While Edison is credited with the invention of the light bulb, 
the invention of the tube light is often credited with Henry 
Woodward. 

(A) credited with the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited with

(B) credited with the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited to

(C) credited for the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited to

(D) credited to the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited with
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(E) credited as the inventor of the light bulb, the invention of 
the tube light is often credited with

9. Just like his father, Clive is an excellent player of chess.

(A) Just like

(B) Just as

(C) Like

(D) As

(E) As is

10. When asked to choose between jumping off a cliff and 
speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly large 
number of people preferred the former over the latter.

(A) and speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former over

(B) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former over

(C) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former to

(D) and speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former to

(E) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former for

This section is an abridged version of the question bank set in The 
Big Idiom Question Bank 2017 for the GMAT. For the entire set of 
100 questions, and their answers and explanations, please refer to 
the complete book.
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Answers and Explanations

Q No. Ans. Q No. Ans.

1 A 6 D

2 C 7 E

3 E 8 B

4 D 9 C

5 E 10 D

1. It was pointless offering John something sweet after dinner 
because he had made it clear in our past meetings that he 
didn’t much care for dessert.

(A) he didn’t much care for dessert.

(B) he was not really interested in much dessert.

(C) he didn’t much care about dessert.

(D) he didn’t care for much dessert.

(E) he didn’t hardly care for dessert.
Answer: A

Explanation: 

When you imply that you do not wish to have something 
(especially related to food), the correct expression is care 
for. Care about implies that you care about someone (as in a 
person) in terms of having feelings for a person. Thus, A is the 
correct answer.

(B) The placement of much distorts the meaning of the 
sentence.

(C) Care about is the wrong idiom in this case.

(D) The placement of much distorts the meaning of the 
sentence.

(E) The use of didn’t and hardly leads to a double negative.
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2. Given Timothy’s extremely erratic test scores of late, his 
parents were quite worried for his final score, especially 
since Timothy had always been considered to be one of the 
brightest students in his class.  

(A) were quite worried for his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered to be

(B) were quite worried for his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered 

(C) were quite worried about  his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered 

(D) had been quite worried about his final score, especially 
since Timothy had always been considered as

(E) were quite worried about his final score, especially since 
Timothy had always been considered as

Answer: C

Explanation: 

The correct idioms are worried about and considered (not 
considered as or considered to be). Thus, C is the correct answer.

(A) Worried for and considered to be are wrong idioms.

(B) Worried for is the wrong idiom.

(D) The use of the past perfect tense had been is incorrect 
because this is the latter of the two events. The earlier 
event was Timothy being considered a bright students 
and that is already correctly in the past perfect tense—had 
always been considered. Considered as is the wrong idiom.

(E) Considered as is the wrong idiom.

3. The playing style of most modern tennis players is modelled 
upon that of greats like John McEnroe and Pete Sampras.

(A) is modelled upon that of greats like John McEnroe and 
Pete Sampras

(B) is modelled upon that of greats such as John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras
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(C) is modelled after that of greats like John McEnroe and 
Pete Sampras

(D) is modelled after those of such greats like John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras

(E) is modelled after that of greats such as John McEnroe 
and Pete Sampras

Answer: E

Explanation: 

The correct idiom is modelled after. Also, to give examples, 
we should use such as and not like or such like. Thus, E is the 
correct answer.

(A) Modelled upon is the wrong idiom. The use of like, to give 
examples, is incorrect.

(B) Modelled upon is the wrong idiom.

(C) The use of like, to give examples, is incorrect.

(D) The use of the plural those, to refer back to the singular 
playing style, is incorrect. The use of such like, to give 
examples, is incorrect

4. The dodo, a flightless duck-like bird, was a native of Mauritius 
and is believed to be extinct now; some historians estimate its 
date of extinction at 1695.

(A) a native of Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction at

(B) a native of Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be

(C) native to Mauritius and is believed as being extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction at

(D) native to Mauritius and is believed to be extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be

(E) native to Mauritius and is believed as being extinct now; 
some historians estimate its date of extinction to be

Answer: D
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Explanation: 

Plant and animal species are always native to a place. The 
correct idioms are believe to be and estimate to be.

(A) Native of is the wrong idiom and so is estimate at.

(B) Native of is the wrong idiom.

(C) Believed as is the wrong idiom and so is estimate at.

(E) Believed as is the wrong idiom.

5. The United States (US) has imposed sanctions against the 
rogue nation after that nation refused to comply to the US’ 
demands, a situation that had led to several other countries 
forbidding their corporations from dealing with that nation as 
well.

(A) against the rogue nation after that nation refused to 
comply to the US’ demands, a situation that has led to 
several other countries forbidding their corporations 
from

(B) against the rogue nation after that nation refused to 
comply with the US’ demands, a situation that has led 
to several other countries prohibiting their corporations 
from

(C) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply 
with the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several 
other countries forbidding their corporations to

(D) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply to 
the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several other 
countries prohibiting their corporations to

(E) on the rogue nation after that nation refused to comply 
with the US’ demands, a situation that has led to several 
other countries prohibiting their corporations from

Answer: E

Explanation: 

The correct idioms are impose sanctions on, forbid to or prohibit 
from and comply with.
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(A) Sanctions against is the wrong idiom and so are comply to 
and forbid from.

(B) Sanctions against is the wrong idiom.

(C) Looks fine until you look at the non-underlined part and 
realize that forbidding to dealing is incorrect; it should 
actually be forbidding to deal.

(D) Comply to and prohibit to are wrong idioms.

6. Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet has long been viewed by 
many as the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as the greatest love 
story ever written. 

(A) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it as

(B) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it to be

(C) to be the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as

(D) as the ideal example of how a love story should be written, 
with many critics pronouncing it 

(E) for the ideal example of how a love story should be 
written, with many critics pronouncing it as

Answer: D

Explanation: 

The correct idioms are view as and only pronounced (no as). 
When pronounced is used to imply a declaration or a claim, it 
does not take an as.

(A) Pronounce as is the wrong idiom.

(B) Pronounce to be is the wrong idiom.

(C) Viewed to be and pronounce as are wrong idioms.

(E) Viewed for and pronounce as are wrong idioms.
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7. The dance teacher insisted that Paula try and come for all the 
practice sessions because dance forms like Salsa took a lot of 
practice to perfect.

(A) try and come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms like Salsa

(B) try and come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms such as Salsa

(C) try to come for all the practice sessions because dance 
forms like Salsa

(D) try and come for all the practice sessions because such 
dance forms like Salsa

(E) try to come for all the practice sessions because such 
dance forms as Salsa

Answer: E

Explanation: 

The correct idiom is try to do something. Also, we always use 
such as and not like to give examples.

(A) Try and is the wrong idiom. The use of like to give an 
example of a dance form is incorrect.

(B) Try and is the wrong idiom.

(C) The use of like to give an example of a dance form is 
incorrect.

(D) Try and is the wrong idiom. The use of such…like to give 
an example of a dance form is incorrect.

8. While Edison is credited with the invention of the light bulb, 
the invention of the tube light is often credited with Henry 
Woodward. 

(A) credited with the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited with

(B) credited with the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited to
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(C) credited for the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited to

(D) credited to the invention of the light bulb, the invention 
of the tube light is often credited with

(E) credited as the inventor of the light bulb, the invention of 
the tube light is often credited with

Answer: B

Explanation: 

A person is always credited with an accomplishment whereas 
an accomplishment is always credited to a person. Thus, B is 
the correct answer.

9. Just like his father, Clive is an excellent player of chess.

(A) Just like

(B) Just as

(C) Like

(D) As

(E) As is
Answer: C

Explanation: 

You always use like to compare nouns, making C the correct 
answer. Also, remember that it is always incorrect to start a 
sentence with the phrase just like.

10. When asked to choose between jumping off a cliff and 
speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly large 
number of people preferred the former over the latter.

(A) and speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former over

(B) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former over
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(C) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former to

(D) and speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former to

(E) or speaking in front of a large audience, a surprisingly 
large number of people preferred the former for

Answer: D

Explanation: 

The correct idioms are between…and and prefer to.

(A) Prefer over is the wrong idiom.

(B) Between or and prefer over are wrong idioms.

(C) Between or is the wrong idiom.

(E) Between or and prefer for are wrong idioms.
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