
Praise for Ace the Bold Face

“An excellent resource to practice bold face questions from. In fact, this 
is the only book of its kind available in the market. If bold face questions 
are your Achilles Heel, then this is the book to get.”    

 — Minal Jhaveri, GMAT 770 (Yale – Class of 2015)

“I always used to struggle with bold face questions, especially the lan-
guage that the GMAT uses in such questions. The OG barely had any 
such questions to practice from, nor did any of the other books. I got my 
hands on the Ace the Bold face book just at the right time and these 
questions greatly helped me understand how to eliminate options bet-
ter and in less time. An excellent supplement to the Critical Reasoning 
Grail.” 

 — Rakitha Dharamasena, GMAT 770 (Kellogg – Class of 2016)

“I really like the elimination based approach that this book advocates be-
cause, at times, it can be very difficult to select the correct answer on bold 
face questions. The answer choices to the questions in this book cover 
almost every term from counterpoint to claim to evidence to assumption, 
so you are totally prepared for anything such questions can throw at you. 
A great practice resource.” 

— Glen Wozniaski, GMAT 770 (MIT Sloan – Class of 2016)

“A very innovative book from the Aristotle team. Bold face questions 
are the most difficult of CR questions that most students struggle on. 
The questions in this book do a great job of demystifying the language 
of bold face questions and also of the answer choices. I felt much more 
confident after practicing these 50 questions and I’m sure I got all three 
of the bold face questions I saw in my actual GMAT correct. Thanks, 
Ace the Bold Face!”

— Sergio Allen, GMAT 750 (INSEAD – Class of 2015)

The book has 50 bold face questions with all the different possible argu-
ment types and answer choices that you can possibly see on the GMAT. 
It does a great job of boosting your confidence on this question type. A 
must-have if bold face questions are your bugbear.”

— David Blendon, GMAT 740 (Wharton – Class of 2015)
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The Ace the Bold Face 2017 Pocket Book provides you with a glimpse 
of the Aristotle Ace the Bold Face 2017—the only book you need 
to ace the challenging Bold Face Questions in the GMAT Verbal 
Section. The Pocket Book includes a selection of some sample 
questions and abridged chapters of the main book, to help you 
understand the unique structured approach adopted in the complete 
book as key preparatory material for answering the Bold Face 
Questions on the GMAT. 

For extensive practice and complete content coverage, please refer to 
the complete version of the book, Ace the Bold Face 2017.
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About Ace the Bold Face
Bold Face Question is one question type in which, even those stu-
dents who are good at Critical Reasoning, tend to face difficulty. The 
problem is compounded by the fact that the OG contains only a few 
of these questions and there is no other dedicated resource for these 
questions that students can practice from. 

To solve this problem, we have launched an exclusive resource called 
Wiley Ace the Bold Face 2017 with a set of 50 Bold Face questions 
that will provide you sufficient practice of all the different argument 
types and the confusing terminologies used in these questions. In 
order to make the questions in this book a close representation of 
those on the actual GMAT, we have tried to word the options in 
the same manner as you would see on any official question. Also, to 
avoid unnecessary clutter, we have skipped the question stem from 
the questions in this book. Each question simply requires you to 
identify the role being played by the two bold parts in the argument 
as a whole. 

Since bold face questions and their options tend to be extremely 
dense and difficult to understand, we recommend that you practice 
no more than 5-7 of these questions at a stretch and then spend 
some time analyzing the questions. Even if you get the answer cor-
rect, it would be a good idea to go through the remaining choices to 
understand why they were wrong. 

The beauty of this book is that, by the time you complete all 50 ques-
tions, you will actually start to see how the question maker tries to 
trap you by using confusing language and other common misdirec-
tion traps. Please note that this book is just intended to be a practice 
resource for Bold Face questions; to learn how to approach these 
questions and for other Critical Reasoning strategies, please refer to 
our bestselling GMAT book—the Critical Reasoning Grail 2017.
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Special Feature: Access Videos using QR Codes

Ace the Bold Face includes ‘Expert Speak’ videos and other 
exclusive training content that you can easily access through an 
app—on your smartphone or tablet—using the QR codes provided 
at various locations throughout the book. This will further help 
reinforce your understanding of the concepts.

To access the videos:

•  Step 1 – Download and Install the App on your Smartphone / 
tablet

To access the videos and other content, you will need to download 
the *Wiley Test Prep App from either Apple’s App store (iTunes) 
or Google Play Store and install it on your Smartphone or tablet.

•  For Apple devices: Go to Apple’s App Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results and 
click on Install.

•  For Android devices: Go to Google Play Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results and 
click on Install.

While installing the app, you will be asked to key in the unique 
registration code printed on the last page of the Ace the Bold Face 
2017 book. This registration code will work only once and on only 
one device.

•  Step 2 – Scan the QR codes and access your training content
Once you have installed the app, you can access the videos and 
training content on your mobile device by scanning the QR codes 
provided throughout this book.  

•  Open the app and click on the Scan QR Code menu option 
available under the top right corner menu. This will start the 
scanning activity for that particular QR code.                  

•  Focus the camera of your mobile device over the desired QR 
code given in the book, and wait for a few seconds till you hear 
the ‘tick’ sound. Once the QR code has been scanned and found 
valid, you will be directed to the associated video/content.

•  Repeat the process for all other QR codes to access their 
associated videos/content.

* The videos provided in this sample can be accessed using any generic QR code scanner.
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Note:
1. The app login will be valid for 12 months from the date of 

activation.
2. The app login is valid only for one device.
3. In case of any difficulty, please reply to the confirmation email 

that you received when you registered for the app.

Clearing your Doubts/Queries

The purchase of the Ace the Bold Face 2017 provides you direct 
access to the experts who have written this book. So, in case there 
is any concept or question discussed in this book that you do not 
understand, please put up the same on the Forums section of our 
website: www.aristotleprep.com. Our experts will respond to you 
within 48 hours and help clear all your doubts.

We are sure you will find this book useful in your GMAT 
preparations.

Good Luck and Study Hard!

The Aristotle Prep Team
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What are Bold Face Questions?
In bold face questions, two complete sentences or parts of sentences 
are highlighted in bold. The question will usually ask you to identify 
the role being played by the two bold or highlighted parts in the 
overall context of the argument. 

The difficulty with bold face questions is that while you have to read 
the entire stimulus to understand what it is trying to state, you have 
to answer only for the bold part. A common trap the test maker uses 
is to give you options that describe the role played by the non-bold 
parts of the stimulus so as to trick you into going with these options.

The stimulus of a bold face question will usually be in the form of 
an argument because only then can different sentences play different 
roles. In fact, the stimulus will usually contain several arguments and 
counter arguments so as to make it difficult for you to grasp what 
exactly the parts in bold are doing. 

Bold face questions are generally regarded by test takers as one of 
the most (if not the most) difficult question types on the CR section. 
There are two reasons why these questions appear to be more diffi-
cult than the others:

1) You only have to answer for the bold parts.
2) The confusing language of the options. All the options use ab-

stract language such as the first is the opposition of the supposition 
assumed in the argument.

The options that you see on bold face questions will always be word-
ed in the form of the first is doing x and the second is doing y, further 
highlighting the fact that you only have to answer for the bold parts.

Let us take a look at an example:

There is not one good reason for granting men 
paternity leave from work, while there are good 
reasons to deny. For one, it would be an additional 
expense to businesses. Businesses are already facing 
tough times all over the world, so adding additional 
overhead is not an option. If the father acts like 
a father, he and the child will bond. If the father 
doesn’t act like a father, he and the child will not 
bind, regardless of whether he is at home or at work.
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In the argument given, the two portions in boldface 
play which of the following roles?

(A) The first is the primary conclusion of the 
argument and the second is a secondary 
conclusion. 

(B) The first is the advocacy of the argument and 
the second raises doubts about this advocacy.

(C) The first provides evidence as to why a policy 
should not be adopted by businesses and the 
second further strengthens this evidence.

(D) The first is a conclusion that the argument 
disagrees with; the second provides the 
reasoning behind this disagreement.

(E) The first is the primary conclusion of the 
argument and the second provides reasoning 
supporting the primary conclusion. 

The argument provides reasons why men should not be granted pa-
ternity leave. The first bold part states the overall conclusion of the 
argument, and the second provides a reason in support of this con-
clusion. E states this best and is the correct answer.

Scan this QR code to watch a video  
explaining an official bold face question.   

This section is an abridged version of the chapter ‘What Are Bold 
Face Questions’ in Aristotle Ace the Bold Face 2017. For the en-
tire content, key strategies, and more details, please refer to the 
complete book.
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Bold Face Sample Questions

Instructions
Each of the arguments below has two parts highlighted in bold. 
Select the answer choice that best describes the role being played 
by the two bold parts in the overall argument.

1. Medical research has repeatedly provided evidence that mari-
juana use causes permanent physical, psychological, and, thus, 
emotional damage to those who regularly use it. Studies at 
the University of Maryland and UCLA indicated that the 
regular smoking of only two marijuana cigarettes a day 
would tend to promote toe fungus and thrush. But over the 
years, much stronger claims have surfaced: heavy marijuana 
users perform poorly at work or school, are more likely to be 
delinquent and develop psychiatric problems, or have abnor-
mal brain waves. Repeatedly, however, such studies encounter 
the same objection: are these problems caused by smoking 
marijuana, or is it just that people with problems are more 
likely to end up using marijuana heavily?

(A) The first provides evidence attributing certain maladies 
to the consumption of a substance; the second ques-
tions whether such an attribution is justified.

(B) The first is evidence used to arrive at an intermediate 
conclusion; the second is the main conclusion of the 
argument as a whole.

(C) The first is an objection that has been raised against 
the position taken by the argument; the second is the 
position taken by the argument.

(D) The first is the position taken by the argument; the sec-
ond is the position that the argument calls into ques-
tion.

(E) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support 
of the position that the argument agrees with; the sec-
ond is that position.

2. Despite what most people believe, heart attacks rarely happen 
“out of the blue.” In fact, your body may be trying to warn you 
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of an impending heart attack for days, weeks, perhaps even a 
month or two before it occurs. Unfortunately, by the time you 
actually recognize you’re suffering a heart attack, it could be 
too late to prevent death or debilitating heart damage. Thus, 
it makes sense to be aware of the key signs that tell you that 
you may suffer from a heart attack in the next few days.

(A) The first provides a generally accepted statement of 
truth; the second is a conclusion arrived at from this 
statement of truth.

(B) The first is a claim put forward by the argument; the 
second explains why the knowledge of this claim will 
not benefit you.

(C) The first elaborates on the contradiction to a generally 
accepted belief; the second is the primary conclusion 
of the argument, arrived at from this contradiction.

(D) The first provides a contradiction that the author uses 
to arrive at a conclusion; the second is that conclusion.

(E) The first provides evidence that has been used to sup-
port a position that the argument as a whole opposes; 
the second states that position.

3. While reporting a conflict between two political parties, a re-
porter must not allow his personal biases to unfairly present 
one of the parties in a negative light. After all, a good re-
porter must always be impartial and objective. This, however, 
does not mean that the reporter needs to hide the injustices 
perpetrated by either party in the name of appearing fair to 
that party because such a style of reporting will convey to the 
public that both the parties are equally just or unjust, whereas 
in real life that seldom tends to be the case.

(A) The first describes an action that the argument is in fa-
vor of; the second argues against arriving at a particular 
conclusion from that action.

(B) The first describes evidence that has been used to sup-
port a conclusion; the second provides justification for 
such a support.
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(C) The first describes an action that the argument is in 
favor of; the second states why such an action will fail 
to achieve its intended objective.

(D) The first is a claim, the validity of which is at issue in 
the argument; the second is a conclusion drawn on the 
basis of that claim.

(E) The first describes an action that the argument sup-
ports; the second states an implication of that action.

4. Some researchers are of the opinion that people suffering 
from insomnia (the inability to sleep) should watch less 
television. According to these researchers, more than 90% of 
the people who claimed to be suffering from insomnia also 
claimed to watch more than 8 hours of television every night. 
If they watched less television, they could get more sleep. Their 
conclusion is, however, not very convincing because it over-
looks the possibility that the reason these people could be 
watching so much television is because they are unable to 
sleep. So television may be the effect, and not necessarily the 
cause, of their insomnia.

(A) The first is the primary conclusion of the argument; 
the second raises doubts about this conclusion.

(B) The first is the primary conclusion of the argument; 
the second provides further support for this conclu-
sion.

(C) The first is a conclusion that the argument rejects; the 
second states the argument’s conclusion as a whole.

(D) The first is an intermediate conclusion and the second 
is the final conclusion of the argument.

(E) The first is a conclusion that the argument believes is 
not true; the second provides the reason for this belief.

5. Corporal punishment is a physical punishment in which pain 
is deliberately inflicted on a perpetrator of a wrong in order 
to exact retribution and to deter similar behavior in future. 
An accepted form of discipline through the ages, it has been 
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upheld by all the Abrahamic religions, and has been prac-
ticed in some form in almost every human civilization. In 
the latter half of the 20th century, however, a growing num-
ber of states have outlawed the use of corporal punishment, 
particularly in schools. Corporal punishment in schools is 
now illegal in all European countries, except for France and 
Czech Republic and also in 30 states in the United States. 

(A) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second describes the current attitude to-
wards this practice. 

(B) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second provides evidence highlighting 
the current attitude towards this practice. 

(C) The first provides the definition of a term; the second 
provides evidence undermining the implications of 
this definition.

(D) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second is a prediction that the historical 
attitude does not apply any more. 

(E) The first is a consideration used to justify a particular 
practice; the second provides evidence to question such 
a justification.

Scan this QR Code to watch a video   
tackling a tricky official bold face  
question.   

This section includes only sample questions from the question 
bank available in Aristotle Ace the Bold Face 2017. For the entire set 
of 50 questions, and their answers and explanations, please refer 
to the complete book.
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Answers and Explanations

Question No. Answer

1 A

2 C

3 A

4 E

5 B
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1. Medical research has repeatedly provided evidence that mari-
juana use causes permanent physical, psychological, and, thus, 
emotional damage to those who regularly use it. Studies at 
the University of Maryland and UCLA indicated that the 
regular smoking of only two marijuana cigarettes a day 
would tend to promote toe fungus and thrush. But over the 
years, much stronger claims have surfaced: heavy marijuana 
users perform poorly at work or school, are more likely to be 
delinquent and develop psychiatric problems, or have abnor-
mal brain waves. Repeatedly, however, such studies encounter 
the same objection: are these problems caused by smoking 
marijuana, or is it just that people with problems are more 
likely to end up using marijuana heavily?

(A) The first provides evidence attributing certain maladies 
to the consumption of a substance; the second ques-
tions whether such an attribution is justified.

(B) The first is evidence used to arrive at an intermediate 
conclusion; the second is the main conclusion of the 
argument as a whole.

(C) The first is an objection that has been raised against 
the position taken by the argument; the second is the 
position taken by the argument.

(D) The first is the position taken by the argument; the sec-
ond is the position that the argument calls into ques-
tion.

(E) The first is a judgment that has been offered in support 
of the position that the argument agrees with; the sec-
ond is that position.

Answer – A

Argument Summary: 

The argument states that, while there is a lot of evidence 
against the use of marijuana, the fundamental question that 
still remains unanswered is whether marijuana is the cause or 
the effect of these problems. Thus, it is mostly a neutral argu-
ment with the author not taking any clear sides.
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Prediction for the two bold parts: 

The first identifies problems with use of marijuana. The sec-
ond raises doubts as to whether marijuana is the cause or the 
effect of those problems.

(A) The correct answer. This perfectly agrees with the 
neutral nature of the argument.

(B) There is no intermediate conclusion in the argument. 
Even the second is not really the main conclusion of 
the argument. In fact, the argument doesn’t really have 
a main conclusion since it is a neutral argument that 
is primarily trying to present two opposing points of 
view.

(C) The first is not really an objection to anything; it is 
simply the finding of a study. Again, the second isn’t 
really the position taken by the argument.

(D) The first is not the position taken by the argument.

(E) The argument does not take any positions.

2. Despite what most people believe, heart attacks rarely happen 
“out of the blue.” In fact, your body may be trying to warn you 
of an impending heart attack for days, weeks, perhaps even a 
month or two before it occurs. Unfortunately, by the time you 
actually recognize you’re suffering a heart attack, it could be 
too late to prevent death or debilitating heart damage. Thus, 
it makes sense to be aware of the key signs that tell you that 
you may suffer from a heart attack in the next few days.

(A) The first provides a generally accepted statement of 
truth; the second is a conclusion arrived at from this 
statement of truth.

(B) The first is a claim put forward by the argument; the 
second explains why the knowledge of this claim will 
not benefit you.

(C) The first elaborates on the contradiction to a generally 
accepted belief; the second is the primary conclusion 
of the argument, arrived at from this contradiction.



Answers and Explanations | 19  

(D) The first provides a contradiction that the author uses 
to arrive at a conclusion; the second is that conclusion.

(E) The first provides evidence that has been used to sup-
port a position that the argument as a whole opposes; 
the second states that position.

Answer – C

Argument Summary: 

Heart attacks don’t take place out of the blue; rather, your 
body tries to warn you of an impending heart attack and, thus, 
it pays to be aware of these warning signs.

Prediction for the two bold parts: 

The first elaborates on the opening statement of the argu-
ment. The second is the main conclusion of the argument. The 
second, in a way, follows from the first. 

(A) There is nothing to suggest that the first is a ‘generally 
accepted’ statement. In fact, it is the opposite because 
the author clearly states that most people believe oth-
erwise.

(B) In fact, the second explains why such knowledge will 
benefit you.

(C) The opening sentence provides a contradiction by stat-
ing that the belief of most people regarding one aspect 
of heart attacks is incorrect. The second sentence, that 
is, the first bold sentence actually provides more sup-
port for this. The second bold sentence is but obviously 
the primary conclusion of the argument. Thus, C is the 
correct answer.

(D) As discussed above, the first bold sentence does not 
provide the contradiction; it merely builds upon it. The 
contradiction is in the first sentence of the argument, 
which is not in bold.

(E) The argument never opposes this position; rather it 
supports it.



20 | GMAT® Ace the Bold Face 2017 Pocket Book

3. While reporting a conflict between two political parties, a re-
porter must not allow his personal biases to unfairly present 
one of the parties in a negative light. After all, a good re-
porter must always be impartial and objective. This, however, 
does not mean that the reporter needs to hide the injustices 
perpetrated by either party in the name of appearing fair to 
that party because such a style of reporting will convey to the 
public that both the parties are equally just or unjust, whereas 
in real life that seldom tends to be the case.

(A) The first describes an action that the argument is in fa-
vor of; the second argues against arriving at a particular 
conclusion from that action.

(B) The first describes evidence that has been used to sup-
port a conclusion; the second provides justification for 
such a support.

(C) The first describes an action that the argument is in 
favor of; the second states why such an action will fail 
to achieve its intended objective.

(D) The first is a claim, the validity of which is at issue in 
the argument; the second is a conclusion drawn on the 
basis of that claim.

(E) The first describes an action that the argument sup-
ports; the second states an implication of that action.

Answer – A

Argument Summary: 

The argument states that a reporter must be fair while report-
ing a conflict between two parties. However, this does not 
mean that the reporter makes both the parties look equally 
good or bad by hiding their negative features.

Prediction for the two bold parts: 

The first describes an act that a reporter must not indulge 
in. The second states a conclusion that the argument asserts 
should not be arrived at using the first bold sentence.

(A) The correct answer. The second basically states that, 
from the first bold sentence, reporters should not ar-
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rive at the conclusion that they are expected to hide or 
gloss over the injustices committed by either party to 
the conflict.

(B) The second does not provide justification for the con-
clusion; in fact, if anything, the second is the primary 
conclusion of the argument.

(C) The second never states why such an action will fail.

(D) The validity of the first bold sentence is never at issue 
in the argument.

(E) The second is not an implication of the first; rather 
the second urges reporters to not arrive at a particular 
implication from the first.

4. Some researchers are of the opinion that people suffering 
from insomnia (the inability to sleep) should watch less 
television. According to these researchers, more than 90% of 
the people who claimed to be suffering from insomnia also 
claimed to watch more than 8 hours of television every night. 
If they watched less television, they could get more sleep. Their 
conclusion is, however, not very convincing because it over-
looks the possibility that the reason these people could be 
watching so much television is because they are unable to 
sleep. So television may be the effect, and not necessarily the 
cause, of their insomnia.

(A) The first is the primary conclusion of the argument; 
the second raises doubts about this conclusion.

(B) The first is the primary conclusion of the argument; 
the second provides further support for this conclu-
sion.

(C) The first is a conclusion that the argument rejects; the 
second states the argument’s conclusion as a whole.

(D) The first is an intermediate conclusion and the second 
is the final conclusion of the argument.

(E) The first is a conclusion that the argument believes is 
not true; the second provides the reason for this belief.

Answer – E
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Argument Summary: 

Some researchers believe that watching too much television 
could be leading to insomnia but the argument counters this 
by saying that it could be that because insomniacs are unable 
to sleep that they watch so much television.

Prediction for the two bold parts: 

The first sentence provides a conclusion that the argument 
disagrees with. The second provides the basis for that disa-
greement.

(A) The first is not the primary conclusion of the argu-
ment; in fact, the argument disagrees with this.

(B)  Again, the first is not the primary conclusion of the 
argument.

(C) The second is not the argument’s conclusion; rather it 
provides support for the argument’s conclusion—that 
the researchers’ argument is not very convincing.

(D) Neither is the first an intermediate conclusion, nor is 
the second the final conclusion.

(E) The correct answer as it best matches our prediction.

5. Corporal punishment is a physical punishment in which pain 
is deliberately inflicted on a perpetrator of a wrong in order 
to exact retribution and to deter similar behavior in future. 
An accepted form of discipline through the ages, it has been 
upheld by all the Abrahamic religions, and has been prac-
ticed in some form in almost every human civilization. In 
the latter half of the 20th century, however, a growing num-
ber of states have outlawed the use of corporal punishment, 
particularly in schools. Corporal punishment in schools is 
now illegal in all European countries, except for France and 
Czech Republic and also in 30 states in the United States. 

(A) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second describes the current attitude to-
wards this practice. 
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(B) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second provides evidence highlighting 
the current attitude towards this practice. 

(C) The first provides the definition of a term; the second 
provides evidence undermining the implications of 
this definition.

(D) The first describes the historical attitude towards a 
practice; the second is a prediction that the historical 
attitude does not apply any more. 

(E) The first is a consideration used to justify a particular 
practice; the second provides evidence to question such 
a justification.

Answer – B

Argument Summary: 

The argument provides a history of corporal punishment and 
states that it has now been banned in several countries of the 
world.

Prediction for the two bold parts: 

The first provides a background of corporal punishment. The 
second provides the current state of the same. Basically the 
argument contrasts the popularity of corporal punishment in 
the past with its growing unpopularity in recent times. 

(A) While the first bold statement does provide the histor-
ical attitude towards corporal punishment, the second 
does not provide the current attitude. The current at-
titude is, in fact, highlighted in the previous sentence 
that is not in bold—in the latter half of the 20th centu-
ry...particularly in schools. 

(B) The second does provide evidence highlighting the 
current attitude in the non-bold part, making this the 
correct answer.

(C) The first does not provide the definition (which is in 
the non-bold part), nor does the second undermine 
any implications of this definition.



24 | GMAT® Ace the Bold Face 2017 Pocket Book

(D) The second is not a prediction; it is more of an obser-
vation.

(E) The argument nowhere justifies or criticizes corporal 
punishment.
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