
Praise for Ultimate One-Minute Explanations to 
OG 2017 SC Questions 

“I found this book to be an excellent supplement to the GMAT Official 
Guide as it does a terrific job of simplifying the explanations provided 
in the OG. The OG explanations contain too much jargon for my 
liking and their approach takes too much time to arrive at the answer, 
whereas this book gets you there in a minute or less. It is most useful if 
you go through the explanations in this book after you have attempted 
a particular question from the OG as it helps you understand how that 
question could have been approached better.”             

— Sabrina Romwell, GMAT 780 (Harvard – Class of 2015)

“This is an excellent book as it completely does away with the all the 
grammar-related jargon that the OG explanations are filled with. Like 
the SC Grail, this book also uses simple easy-to-understand language 
to explain even some of the more difficult questions in the OG. Some 
of the OG explanations that I found almost impossible to understand 
became crystal clear when I went through the explanations in the One 
Minute Explanations book.”

 — Krystal Kowlowski, GMAT 770 (Columbia – Class of 2016)

“I really loved the explanations provided by the Aristotle experts in 
this book as it really helps you see each OG question from the eyes of 
an expert. I was actually surprised to see how quickly these guys could 
arrive at the answer to what seemed like extremely difficult questions 
and how they did it by skipping most of the technical grammar bits. 
Overall, this book is a must-have if you want to get the most out of the 
SC questions in the OG.”     

— Alan Cowell, GMAT 760 (Kellogg – Class of 2016)

“For people like me who are not naturally strong in SC, this book gives 
a step-by-step structure to approaching any SC question, whether in 
the OG or outside. The steps remain unchanged, no matter what the 
question, which makes it easy to identify the errors, especially under 
timed conditions. Normally when I approached any SC question I used 
to be very unsure of what I was looking for. The structure described in 
this book made me purposefully look for the different errors instead of 
hoping for the error to reveal itself to me.”

— Bikram Dandekar, GMAT 750 (Wharton – Class of 2016)
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About Ultimate One Minute Explanations to 
the GMAT® OG
There is unanimous agreement among students and teachers alike 
that the Official Guide (OG) for the GMAT has the best collection 
of practice questions for the GMAT. Specifically with reference to 
the Sentence Correction section, there is a lot a student can learn by 
going through the official explanations given in the OG. However, 
one grouse that a lot of students have is that the OG explanations 
tend to be very lengthy and technical, at times almost impossible to 
understand for the average student. The students complain that there 
is no way they can arrive at the correct answer in less than a minute if 
they were to follow the methodology described in the OG.

Given this background, we decided to ask the subject matter experts 
at Aristotle Prep that if they were to attempt each of the questions 
in the OG 2017 Sentence Correction chapter, how would they go 
about doing the same. What are the things that they would notice 
in each sentence and how would they eliminate options? The final 
objective was to arrive at the answer in less than a minute. This 
book is a compilation of their responses to this question.  It is not an 
attempt to provide better explanations than the Official Guide, but 
more practical and faster explanations for the average student. In a 
lot of the questions, we won’t even be bothering with identifying all 
the errors. If we can get to the answer by identifying just one or two 
errors, that’s good enough. 

However, we haven’t just limited ourselves to providing you these 
one-minute explanations from our experts. We realize that an 
average student, or even an above-average one, might not be able to 
spot errors as quickly and effectively as the experts at Aristotle Prep 
who have years of experience in the subject matter. In fact, students 
regularly complain that they are not able to identify the errors in a 
sentence or that they aren’t sure of what to look for in a sentence. 

So, in addition to providing you with one-minute explanations for 
each question, we decided to come up with an additional structured 
method of approaching Sentence Correction questions, a method 
that could be applied to every Sentence Correction question 
irrespective of the error type and difficulty level being tested. We’ve 
called this the Aristotle Multiple-Split Method.
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The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

As the name suggests, the Aristotle Multiple-Split Method of 
approaching Sentence Correction questions involves performing 
several splits one after the other in a fixed sequence. 

The following is the order of the splits:

1) Idiom Split – In a lot of the questions, if you can identify 
the correct idiom you can immediately arrive at the correct 
answer or at least narrow down your choices to two options. 
Therefore, the first step is to always look for idioms in the 
underlined part of the sentence.

2) First-Word Split – Try splitting and grouping the options 
on the basis of the first word of every option. In case the first 
word is the same for all the options, you can consider the first 
two or three words together.

3) Last-Word Split – This is similar to the first-word split 
but you need to use the last word of every option instead of 
the first. Again, in case the last word is the same for all the 
options, you can consider the last two or three words together.

4) Pronoun Split – Split the options on the basis of pronouns in 
the underlined part.

5) Verb Split – Split the options on the basis of verbs in the 
underlined part.

6) When all else fails, check the remaining options for Meaning.

In most of the questions, you will be able to arrive at the answer well 
before you reach the verb-split stage, but in some tricky ones, you 
might still have two or more options left after you have done this 
last split. In such cases the last step is to always check the remaining 
options for meaning. The option that conveys the meaning most 
clearly and concisely will be the correct answer. At this stage, 
you may have to make use of vague and subjective terms such as 
‘awkward wording’ and ‘not sounding correct’ to eliminate options. 
This is fine because these will be high-difficulty questions and the 
difference between or among options will be very subtle.
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It might appear that doing so many splits will take a lot of time but, 
in fact, it will only take around 10-15 seconds per split and in a lot 
of the questions you will arrive at the answer in two or three splits 
itself.  The questions on which you require all the five splits and also 
the last step of checking for the meaning will most likely be high-
difficulty ones so, in any case, it makes sense to spend a little extra 
time on them.

The beauty of the Aristotle Multiple-Split Method lies in the fact 
that it provides students with a structured method of approaching 
sentence correction questions, irrespective of the error type being 
tested or the difficulty level of the questions. Instead of reading 
a question and hoping that you will be able to spot the error, the 
Aristotle Multiple-Split Method makes you actively look for specific 
errors and eliminate options on the basis of these. It makes a student 
feel more in control of the question, even in the case of difficult 
questions. 

So, to sum it all up, each question number in this book corresponds 
to that question in the Sentence Correction chapter in OG 2017. 
Because of copyright issues we cannot reprint the OG questions 
so you’ll have to refer to the OG 2017 for the questions. For each 
question, you will have two separate explanations—a One-minute 
explanation and an explanation using the Aristotle Multiple-Split 
Method. There will, of course, be some overlap between the two 
methods but the approach will be entirely different for the two.

We again reiterate that the OG has the best explanations and we 
strongly recommend that you go through them. Use this book as 
a supplement to know how a question can be attempted faster and 
without bothering too much with the technical nitty-gritties of the 
question.

Access Videos using QR Codes

Ultimate One-Minute Explanations to the GMAT® OG 2017 
includes ‘Expert Speak’ videos and other exclusive training content 
that you can easily access through an app—on your smartphone or 
tablet—using the QR codes provided at various locations throughout 
the book. This will further help reinforce your understanding of the 
concepts.
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To access the videos:

•  Step 1 – Download and Install the App on your Smartphone / 
tablet

To access the videos and other content, you will need to download 
the *Wiley Test Prep App from either Apple’s App store (iTunes) 
or Google Play Store and install it on your Smartphone or tablet.

•  For Apple devices: Go to Apple’s App Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results and 
click on Install.

•  For Android devices: Go to Google Play Store and search for 
Wiley Test Prep. Locate the app from the displayed results and 
click on Install.

While installing the app, you will be asked to key in the unique 
registration code printed on the last page of the Ultimate One-
Minute Explanations to GMAT OG 2017 Sentence Correction 
Questions book. This registration code will work only once and on 
only one device.

•  Step 2 – Scan the QR codes and access your training content
Once you have installed the app, you can access the videos and 
training content on your mobile device by scanning the QR codes 
provided throughout this book.  

•  Open the app and click on the Scan QR Code menu option 
available under the top right corner menu. This will start the 
scanning activity for that particular QR code.                  

•  Focus the camera of your mobile device over the desired QR 
code given in the book, and wait for a few seconds till you hear 
the ‘tick’ sound. Once the QR code has been scanned and found 
valid, you will be directed to the associated video/content.

•  Repeat the process for all other QR codes to access their 
associated videos/content.

Note:
1. The app login will be valid for 12 months from the date of 

activation.
2. The app login is valid only for one device.
3. In case of any difficulty, please reply to the confirmation email 

that you received when you registered for the app.
*The videos provided in this sample can be accessed using any generic QR code scanner
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Clearing your Doubts/Queries

The purchase of the Ultimate One-Minute Explanations to GMAT® 
OG 2017 Sentence Correction Questions provides you direct access 
to the experts who have written this book. So, in case there is 
any concept or question discussed in this book that you do not 
understand, please put up the same on the Forums section of our 
website: www.aristotleprep.com. Our experts will respond to you 
within 48 hours and help clear all your doubts.

We are sure you will find this book useful in your prep. As always, 
we look forward to your feedback on how we could make this book 
better. 

Please mail us your feedback on feedback@aristotleprep.com 

Good Luck and practice hard!

The Aristotle Prep Team
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GMAT OG 2017 – Selected Questions
Note: This section is only a compilation of some sample questions 
from Ultimate One-Minute Explanations to the GMAT® OG 2017 
Sentence Correction Questions. For the entire set of explanations, 
please refer to the complete book. 

 OG 2017 SC - Q670

The One-Minute Method

The first word and the last word split, on their own, may not give 
us an answer but, looking at the two together, we can easily spot a 
parallel construction between the higher and the longer, that is, the 
higher X goes, the longer Y will go. Hence, eliminate A, B, and E.

a) Between C and D, D unnecessarily adds the pronoun it and 
makes the sentence wordier. 

Hence, C is the correct answer.

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method 

Idiom Split 

No Idioms underlined

First Word Split: 

(A) if
(B) rating
(C)  the higher
(D) the higher
(E) when

Doesn’t help much because none of the options can be conclusively 
eliminated

Last Word Split: 

(A) longer
(B) longer
(C) longer
(D) longer that
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(E) longer it is
Doesn’t help much because none of the options can be conclusively 
eliminated

Ponoun Split: 

(A) they
(B) it
(C) None
(D) it
(E) it

It’s always suggested that we avoid pronouns in the correct answer 
as much as we can. C has no pronoun and is also the shortest answer 
that correctly conveys the meaning.

Hence, C is the correct answer.

(A) Pronoun
(B) Pronoun
(C) Official Answer
(D) Pronoun
(E) Pronoun

Difficulty Level – Low

Scan this QR Code to watch a video 
explaining how the placement of a 
pronoun in a sentence can make a big 
difference between a correct and an 
incorrect answer choice. 

OG 2017 SC – Q672 

The One-Minute Method

The moment you see not only in the sentence, you should immediately 
check for the construction not only…but also. This eliminates A, D, 
and E.
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a) Again, whenever you come across a not only…but also 
construction, always check the part after not only and after but 
also for parallel structure. In C, arrange is not parallel with to 
mirror. 

Hence, B is the correct answer. 

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

Idiom Split

(A) not only…but as well
(B) not only…but also
(C)  not only…but also
(D) not only…but
(E)   not only…but as well

The correct idiom is not only…but also; hence, eliminate A, D, and E.

First Word Split

(B) someone
(C)   someone

Doesn’t help much because both the options begin with the same 
word

Last Word Split

(B) to finish
(C) finishing

We always try to avoid ‘-ing’ constructions. Also, in C, it appears that 
in finishing is referring to style. 

Hence, B is the correct answer.

(A) Idiom
(B) Official Answer
(C) Parallelism
(D) Idiom
(E) Idiom

Difficulty Level – Low
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OG 2017 SC – Q675

The One-Minute Method

Doing a split using the first words gives us some singular (ranks, has) 
and some plural verbs (rank, are, have). The subject is the singular 
Diabetes because of the usage of the additive phrase together with.

a) Singular subject Diabetes needs a singular verb. Hence, options 
B, D, and E go out.

b) Between A and C, C is unnecessarily wordy. Also, only is used 
as an adjective on the GMAT so it should come closer to the 
noun heart disease and not to the verb surpassing. 

Hence, A is the correct answer.

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

Idiom Split

(A)  ranks as
(B)  rank as
(C)   rank of 
(D)   no idiom
(E)   ranked as

The correct idiom is rank as so eliminate C.

First Word Split

(A)   ranks
(B)   rank
(D)   are
(E)   have

Option A is singular whereas B, D, and E are plural. Since the 
subject is the singular Diabetes, the verb also needs to be singular. 
(Do not be confused into thinking that the subject is plural because of the 
usage of the additive phrase ‘together with’. For more on additives, go 
through the subject-verb agreement section in the SC Grail.)

Hence, A is the correct answer.

(A)  Official Answer
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(B)  Subject-Verb agreement
(C)   Idiom 
(D)   Subject-Verb agreement 
(E)   Subject-Verb agreement 

Difficulty Level – Low

 OG 2017 SC – Q678

The One-Minute Method

The first word split doesn’t help much but the last word split 
eliminates B and C because we need the singular pronoun it to refer 
to the singular noun eye.

a) Among the remaining options, do a split using the verb—help/
helps. Since the subject is singular structure, the verb needs to 
be the singular helps. 

Hence, E is the correct answer. 

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method 

Idiom Split 

No Idioms underlined

First Word Split 

(A)  having
(B)  having
(C)   having
(D)   with
(E)    with

Doesn’t help much because none of the options can be conclusively 
eliminated (though ‘having’ is best avoided on the GMAT).

Last Word Split 

(A)  it
(B)  they
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(C)   they
(D)   it
(E)   it

The singular noun eye will agree with the singular pronoun it; hence, 
eliminate B and C.

Pronoun Split 

Already done above 

Verb Split 

(A)  help
(D)   help
(E)   helps

The singular subject structure will agree with the singular verb helps. 

Hence, E is the correct answer. 

(A)  Subject-Verb Agreement
(B)  Pronoun agreement
(C)   Pronoun agreement
(D)   Subject-Verb Agreement 
(E)   Official Answer

Difficulty Level – Low

Scan this QR Code to watch a video 
explaining how Subject-Verb agreement 
can be tested on GMAT SC.   

OG 2017 SC – Q679

The One-Minute Method 

The first word split eliminates D and E because percentage by itself 
(that is, when percentage is used as a subject) will always take less and 
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not fewer. Among A, B, and C, we need to check for comparison. 

a) In A, the subject is production so we cannot use the plural those 
to refer back to it. 

b) In C, we are comparing the production to the year 1978, which 
is obviously wrong. 

c) B correctly compares production with harvest and is the 
correct answer. 

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

Idiom Split 

No Idioms underlined

First Word Split 

(A)  less
(B)  less
(C)   less
(D)   fewer
(E)    fewer

Percentage by itself (that is, when percentage is used as a subject) will 
always take less and not fewer. Hence, eliminate D and E.

Last Word Split 

(A)  harvest
(B)  harvest
(C)   1978

Doesn’t help much because none of the options can be conclusively 
eliminated

Pronoun Split

(A) those
(B) none
(C)  none 

A incorrectly compares singular production with plural those; hence, 
eliminate A.
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Verb Split 

No verbs underlined. The main verb reduced is in the non-underlined 
part of the sentence.

Check the remaining options for Meaning

Most likely, by this time, you should have noticed the Comparison 
error (the use of than could be a clue). C incorrectly compares 
production to 1978.

Hence, B is the correct answer. 

(A)  Pronoun Agreement
(B)  Official Answer
(C)   Comparison 
(D)   Usage
(E)   Usage

Difficulty Level – Low

OG 2017 SC – Q698

The One-Minute Method

Doing a split using the first words gives us two possibilities—due to 
and because of. We know that due to can only be used to replace caused 
by (which does not make sense in the context of this sentence), so we 
must go with because of.

a) A and B are out because of the use of due to.
b) The usage of the phrase within them in C sounds ambiguous 

and you are tempted to remove this option, until you realize 
that all the three options make use of this phrase. So we need 
to look for something else.

c) You can approach the remaining three options in two ways 
from here:

Approach 1 – If you have understood the meaning of the sentence 
correctly, you might realize that the phrases because tourists were 
exhaling moisture and because of moisture don’t logically follow from 
the earlier part of the sentence, whereas E does.
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Approach 2 – If the above reasoning looks too vague, do a split 
using the last words—crystallize and crystallizing. Don’t blindly 
eliminate crystallizing because of the -ing. Read the part that is 
not underlined—it says fungus was growing so you need to go with 
crystallizing to parallel growing. 

Hence, E is the correct answer.

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

Idiom Split 

No Idiom

First Word Split

(A)  due to
(B)  due to
(C)   because of
(D)   because of
(E)   because of

Since due to can only be used to replace caused by (which does not 
make sense in the context of this sentence), we must go with because 
of.

Last Word split

(C)   crystallize
(D)   crystallize
(E)   crystallizing

Don’t blindly eliminate crystallizing because of the -ing. Read the 
part that is not underlined—it says ‘and fungus was growing’. The 
usage of and suggests that there are two things that were happening 
and these two things obviously need to be parallel. So you need to go 
with crystallizing to parallel growing. 

Hence, E is the correct answer.

(A)  Usage
(B)  Usage
(C)   Parallelism
(D)   Parallelism
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(E)   Official Answer

Difficulty Level – Medium

 OG 2017 SC – Q700

The One-Minute Method

The word holds needs to be followed by that, since the theory cannot 
possibly be holding the beginning or the universe.

a) D and E go out because they do not have that.
b) Do a last-word split among the remaining three options. 

Since the original sentence implies that the universe is still 
expanding, the phrases had been expanding and has expanded 
are incorrect. Hence, A is the correct answer.

The Aristotle Multiple-Split Method

Idiom Split 

No Idioms underlined

First Word Split

(A)   that
(B)   that
(C)   that
(D)   the (beginning)
(E)   the (universe)

In this sentence holds means the same thing as claims or posits. So it 
obviously needs to be followed by a that. D and E anyway don’t make 
sense because the theory is not literally holding something.

Last Word Split

(A)  has been expanding
(B)  had been expanding
(C)   has expanded

You can see that this is the same as doing a verb split. Since the 
expansion of the universe is still continuing, we need to go with the 
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present perfect continuous tense—has been expanding.

Hence, A is the correct answer.

 (A)   Official Answer
 (B)  Tense
 (C)   Tense
 (D)   Usage
 (E)    Usage

Difficulty Level – Medium
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