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Test I: English Language 
Directions (Q. 1–5): Read each sentence to find out  
whether there is any grammatical mistake/error in it. The 
error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. Mark that 
part as your answer. If the sentence is correct, mark option 
5 (No error) as your answer. (Ignore the errors of punctua-
tion, if any). 

1. Generally, growth is calculated (1) /in real terms to do
(2)/ away with the effect of (3)/ inflation on the price of 
goods. (4) / No error (5)

2. Kavita’s pets Kitty and Tommy (1) / are very loving and 
loyal (2) / but I am sure (3) / I like Kitty more. (4) / No
error (5) 

3. Though their family had been (1) /living at Bangalore,
which is very (2) / near to our village, none of (3)/ them
had ever visited us. (4) / No error (5)

4. Police officials had been (1)/ ordered to take strict (2) 
/action against the offenders (3)/ quiet a long time ago.
(4) / No error (5) 

5. In Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice (1)/ is about
manners, upbringing, education, (2)/marriage and the
(3)/ intricacies related to it. (4) / No error (5) 

Directions (Q. 6–15): Read the passage given below and 
answer the questions that follow by selecting the most 
appropriate option. Certain words are printed in bold to 
help you locate them while answering questions based on 
them. 
The Sultan of Persia was a clever man and well read. And 
there was nothing he loved more than solving problems, puz-
zles, riddles. One day, he received a parcel; he knew not from 
whom. He opened that package and found a box. And when 
he opened the lid of the box, inside it were three most beauti-
fully carved wooden dolls. He picked them up one by one and 
admired the craftsmanship, and then saw that there was a 
note in the box as well. 

‘Tell these three dolls apart.’ 

‘Ah, a challenge,’ thought the Sultan. ‘...to tell these three 
dolls apart!’ 

He picked up the first doll and examined it. The features of 
the face were beautifully carved, the clothes of silk so brightly 
patterned. 

He picked up the second. It was identical, even the grain of 
the wood; and the third, the same again. 

‘These three dolls are identical.’ 

Now he examined further: ‘They look the same, perhaps they 
will not smell the same.’ 

As he sniffed at each one, the smell of sandalwood greeted 
his nostrils. ‘These are finely made, beautiful dolls.’ 

He took the first doll and now thought, ‘Perhaps it is hollow.’ 
He shook the doll next to his ear... No, it was solid. And the 
second doll too, and the third. They were alike in everything, 
even their weight. 

The court had gathered. They watched the Sultan who was 
now mystified. He called forth the wisest man he knew: the 
Scholar. The Scholar who knew everything that was to be 
known, the Scholar who spent so many hours in the library. 

The Scholar looked at each doll in turn: felt them, weighed 
them, shook them, but could find no difference. He walked 
away silently. 

Now, through the doors of the throne-room, burst the Fool. He 
tumbled and saw the three dolls, picked them up and began 
to juggle with them... ‘ha ha!’ And then became bored, put 
them down and left. 

Well the Scholar could find no difference, neither could the 
Fool. But now stepped forward the Storyteller. 

‘Can you tell these three dolls apart?’ 

The Storyteller picked up the first doll and examined it care-
fully, and then suddenly reached forward and plucked a 
straight hair from the Sultan’s beard. He inserted the end of 
the hair into the ear of the first doll. It went further and fur-
ther into the head of the doll, until it disappeared completely. 
‘Humm,’ said the storyteller. ‘This doll is like the Scholar: 
everything he hears goes in and is retained inside.’ 

Now, the Storyteller reached forward and plucked a second 
hair from the Sultan’s beard before he could be stopped. He 
put that hair into the ear of the second doll. The hair disap-
peared slowly inside as the Sultan watched, and then ap-
peared on the other side of the head, emerging out of the 
other ear. It came right through. 

‘Why,’ said the Storyteller, ‘this doll is like the Fool. Everything 
he hears goes in one ear and out the other.’ 

Before the Sultan could stop him, a third hair had been 
plucked from his chin.  

 The Storyteller inserted the third straight hair from the Sul-
tan’s beard into the ear of the third doll. It went further and 
further in. The Sultan watched to see where it would come 
out. Did it come out? 

It came out through the pursed lips of the third doll. But 
when it came out, the Storyteller saw that there was a twist in 
it. ‘Why, this doll is the Storyteller. What he hears goes in, and 
then it gets retold with a small twist. For every storyteller 
changes the story just a little to make it his own.’     

6. Which of these is an appropriate title for the
passage? 
(1) The Twisted Teller
(2) The Curious Sultan

SOLVED 
PAPER 
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SBI PO 2015 (MAINS): ANSWER KEYS & EXPLANATORY NOTES

Test I: English Language 

1. (5) The sentence is grammatically
correct.

2. (4) In the phrase ‘I like’, the ante-
cedent for ‘I’ is Kavita. So, ‘I like’
should be replaced with ‘she likes’.

3. (2) ‘At Bangalore’ will change to ‘in
Bangalore’. This is because the
preposition ‘at’ is used for a specif-
ic location, while ‘in’ is used for a
general place.

4. (4) ‘Quiet’ and ‘quite’ are two dif-
ferent words. In the present con-
text, ‘quite’ is required, which is
means rather. ‘Quiet’ means
silent.

5. (1) The preposition ‘in’ is not re-
quired here as the subject “Jane
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice” is fol-
lowed by the linking verb ‘is’.

6. (4) The apt title is ‘The Three Dolls’
as the story revolves around the
three dolls gifted to the Sultan.

7. (4) The storyteller is imaginative as
he himself says “…every storyteller
changes the story just a little to
make it his own.” 

8. (1) The story says that the Sultan
was ‘mystified’, which means that
he was perplexed or puzzled.

9. (3) The Sultan examined, shook
and smelled the dolls. He even
consulted others to help him find 
the difference. However, he did not
pass any hair strand through any
doll’s ear. This was done by the
storyteller.

 10. (1) ‘Pluck’ means to uproot. It is
opposite in meaning to ‘planted’.

 11. (5) None of the statements is true.
Different strands of hair were used 
by the storyteller. The dolls were not
hollow, but they smelled of sandal-
wood. The scholar was a learned 
man as he knew everything and 
had spent many hours in a library.

 12. (1) ‘Pursed lips’ refers to contract-
ing lips to a rounded shape.

 13. (5) The scholar did all the points
mentioned. So, the answer would 
be ‘None of these’.

 14. (5) According to the story, the
scholar was the wisest man the
Sultan knew.

 15. (3) The storyteller inserted different
hair strands in different dolls. In
one doll, the hair did not come out.
In the second doll, the hair came
out from the other ear. In the third 
doll, the hair came out from the
mouth.

 16. (3) Baba Balanath gave permission
to Madho Rao to construct a fort,
but he warned him that the mo-
ment the shadow of this palace
touches Baba Balanath, Madho
Rao and the whole city would be
destroyed. So, the third option is
correct.

 17. (4) It was Ajab Singh, the grandson
of Madho Singh, who in ignorance
raised the height of the palace. In
doing so, the shadow entered the
forbidden place and the whole town
got devastated.

 18. (1) Balanath had warned Madho
Rao to construct the palace within
certain limits, disrespect of which
would destroy everything. So, the
palace got destructed because of 
the curse. Balanath did not destroy
it himself.

 19. (3) The princes foiled the tantric’s
plan. The tantric died as the big
rock rolled over him. But before dy-
ing, he cursed the town.

 20. (3) It is given in the passage that
Emperor Bhagwant Das, in the
1573, built the town for his son.
The palace was built by Madho Rao
with the permission of Baba
Balanath.

 21. (1) Both foiled and spoilt mean to
ruin something. So, they are syno-
nyms.

 22. (4) ‘Forbid’ means to prohibit or
disallow. So, it is opposite in mean-
ing to ‘permit’.

 23. (4) Here, the expression ‘none shall
see the morning sun’ means to be
wiped out completely.

 24. (5) None of the given statements is
true. The tantric made the scented 
oil to hypnotise Ratnawati. Singhia

was the name of the tantric, so  
Singhia Sevra Chatri cannot be Ba-
ba Balanath’s place of meditation. 
Ratnawati did not pour the oil on 
the rock; she transformed the oil to 
a rock. 

 25. (1) ‘Myth’ can be replaced by ‘leg-
end’ as both refer to a traditional
story that is believed by people.

 26. (1) ‘Introvert’ and ‘bashful’ are syn-
onyms. Both of them refer to a self-
conscious person, who is uncom-
fortable in social gatherings.

 27. (2) ‘Wax’ as a verb means to go up 
or advance, while ‘wane’ means
become smaller or decline. Thus,
they are antonyms.

 28. (4) ‘Assiduous’ and ‘diligent’ are
synonyms, both of which mean
showing great care or working hard.

 29. (1) ‘Industrious’ means hard work-
ing, while ‘indolent’ means lazy. So,
they both are antonyms.

 30. (3) ‘Jocular’ refers to something
characterised by humour or jokes.
So, it is synonymous with ‘witty’.

 31. (4) Here, the phrasal verb ‘called 
for’ will be used, which means ‘to
be an appropriate occasion’.

 32. (1) Here, the phrase ‘die hard’ will
fit appropriately. ‘Die hard’ means
to disappear or change very slowly.

 33. (2) ‘Air’, ‘heir’ and ‘ere’ are homo-
phones. They have similar pronun-
ciation but different spellings and 
different meanings. ‘Air’ is the mix-
ture of gas that is required for
breathing; ‘heir’ is the one who in-
herits something; and ‘ere’ is a con-
junction that means earlier in time.
The other two words, ‘hermit’ and 
‘airy-fairy’ refer to one who lives in
solitude and being impractical, re-
spectively. So, in context of the giv-
en sentence and the meanings of 
the words, ‘heir’ will suit the blank
suitably.

 34. (1) Different animals produce dif-
ferent sounds. Monkeys gibber,
dogs bark, wolves howl, nightin-
gales warble and pigs oink.
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D. She was not alone; many people in those days turned 
their eyes admiringly to America, imagining it as some 
sort of dream land. 

E. Her sense of regret grew with each passing day. As her 
feelings of isolation and despair deepened, she would 
often stand crying on the beach, watching the crimson 
sun set into the sea beyond the horizon. 

F. The tears that streamed down her cheeks flooded her 
already wounded heart with an aching, empty coldness, 
thus intensifying her sorrow. 

 21. Which of the following should be the LAST sentence 
after rearrangement? 
(1) B (2) A  
(3) F (4) E  
(5) D 

 22. Which of the following should be the FIRST sentence 
after rearrangement? 
(1) A (2) F  
(3) D (4) E  
(5) C 

 23.  Which of the following should be the THIRD sentence 
after rearrangement? 
(1) E (2) C  
(3) B (4) A  
(5) F 

 24. Which of the following should be the SECOND 
sentence after rearrangement? 
(1) C (2) E  

(3) F (4) A  
(5) D 

 25. Which of the following should be the FIFTH sentence 
after rearrangement? 
(1) F (2) E  
(3) A (4) D  
(5) B 

Directions for Q.26-30: Read each sentence to find out 
whether there is any grammatical mistake/error in it. The 
error, if any, will be in one part of the sentence. Mark that 
part as your answer. If the sentence is correct, mark 5 (no 
error) as your answer. (Ignore the errors of punctuation, if 
any). 

 26. She is (1) / requesting me to do it (2) /as her mother 
(3) / has not been keeping well (4) / No error (5)  

 27. My watch (1) / has been (2) / stolen (3) / yesterday (4) 
/ No error (5)  

 28. I found this toy (1) / while digging (2) /in the garden, 
but (3) / I don’t know to whom it belonged to (4) / No 
error (5)  

 29. She gave me (1) / details of all the places (2) / she had 
visited while she (3) / is on an official tour (4) / 
No error (5)  

 30. What to make people (1) / angry is actually (2) / a 
mystery and is difficult (3) / to explain (4) / No error (5) 

Reasoning Ability
Directions (Q. 31–35): Read the following information care-
fully and answer the questions. 
There are 90 employees in an office. Out of them, 
21 employees eat Pizza, 28 employees eat Patties including 
5 who eat Pizza. 30 employees eat Burger including 10 who 
eat Patties, but not Pizza. 10 employees eat rice but not eat 
junk food. Remaining does not eat any food. 

 31. How many employees do not eat any food? 
(1) 22   (2) 15 
(3) 32   (4) 16 
(5) 26  

 32. How many employees eat exactly one type of food? 
(1) 66   (2) 59   
(3) 68   (4) 34  
(5) 54  

 33. How many employees only eat Patties? 
(1) 21   (2) 16  
(3) 25   (4) 19  
(5) 13  

 34. How many employees eat Pizza and Patties? 
(1) 35   (2) 44  
(3) 25   (4) 39  
(5) 48  
 
 

 35. How many employees eat only Burger and Rice? 
(1) 36   (2) 28  
(3) 30   (4) 33  
(5) 31 

Directions (Q. 36–40): Study the following information and 
answer the following questions: 
There are seven employees in a Publishing company, named 
Arpita, Babita, Chaaya, Deepika, Ella, Fagun, Gauri and Hema 
working in three different department, such as HR, Content 
Solution and Administration with at least two and not more  
than three in any department. They are posted in three dif-
ferent grades such as A, B and C with at least two in any one 
grade. 

Both the employees in HR department are in grade B. 
Deepika works in Content Solution department and belongs 
to grade A. Arpita works in Administrative department and 
does not belong to Grade A. Two employees in Content 
Solution department belong to one grade. Fagun works with 
only Hema in one department. Chaaya works with Ella in one 
department. Babita does not work with either Chaaya or  
Arpita in the same department. Gauri does not belong to 
grade C. Ella does not belong to grade A. 

 36. Which of the following combinations is correct? 
(1) HR – Fagun – A 
(2) HR – Hema – C 
(3) Content Solution – Babita – B 
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Employee Department  Grade 

Chaaya Administrative C 

Deepika Content Solution A 

Ella Administrative C 

Fagun HR B 

Gauri Content Solution A 

Hema HR B 
 

 36. (4) The combination Administrative 
– Ella – C is correct. 

 37. (3) Babita, Deepika and Gauri work 
in Content Solution department. 

 38. (2) Hema belongs to grade B. 

 39. (3) Gauri belongs to grade A. 

 40. (3) Chaaya belongs to grade C.  

 41. (1) 

 
  Thus, we can form the word: MELT. 

 42. (4) 14m, West 

 
  E is in west direction and at a dis-

tance of 7m from X. 

 43. (3) Kavita is 23rd from the top and 
Savita is 23 + 6 = 29th from the 
top and 35th from the bottom who 
passed the examination. Therefore 
total number of students who 
passed the examination = 29 + 35 
– 1 = 64 – 1 = 63. 

  Therefore, total number of students 
in the class 

  = (63/3) x 4 = 84. 

 44. (3) Total = Left + Right –1 

  Total = 6 + 18 –1 = 23 

  Now, rank from the left: 

  Left = Total – Right + 1  

  Left = 23 – 4 + 1  

  Left = 20th   

 45. (4) 

 
  P (female) and R (male) are a  

married couple.  

  Q is the son of P and R. 

  S is the daughter of P and R. 

  U is the daughter of P and R be-
cause U is the sister of Q. 

  Therefore, R and P have three chil-
dren. 

 46. (5) 

 
  P (female) and R (male) is the only 

married couple in the family.  

 47. (3) 

 

  As T is the brother of U’s father R, 
he will be uncle of U. Therefore, we 
can say that U is the niece of T. 

 48. (2) 

 

  R, T, and Q are male members in 
the family. 

 49. (3) 

 
  As P is the wife of R and T is the 

brother of R, T will be the brother-in-
law of P. 

 50. (2) Connect the statement if possi-
ble. The connected statement is B ≥ 
D < T ≤ R. 

  (I)   

   

  The possible solution is either B = T 
or B < T or B > T. Thus, we can say 
that there is no definite conclusion. 

  (II)  

   

  Thus, we can say that D < R. 

  Hence, conclusion I is false and II is 
true. 

 51. (5) Connect the statement if possible. 
The connected statement is P ≥ Q < 
R > S. 

  (I)   

   

  The possible solution is either Q = S 
or Q < S or Q > S. Thus, we can say 
that there is no definite conclusion. 

  (II)  
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 52. What is the average revenue of Company 3 from 
2005 till 2010 (in thousand crores)? 
(1) 22.50  (2) 23.83 
(3) 24.83  (4) 27.90 
(5) 26.30 

 53. The revenue generated by Company 1 in 2007 and 
Company 2 in 2006 is what percentage of the 
revenue generated by Company 3 in 2009? 
(1) 125.50% (2) 150% 
(3) 149% (4) 156% 
(5) 155.20% 

 54.  What is the sum of the revenues made by all three 
companies during 2005 – 2007? 
(1) 178.5 (2) 178.75 
(3) 179 (4) 179.25 
(5) 179.50 

 55. What will be the average revenue of all the 
companies combined together in the year 2010 if 
another company 4 realises revenues of Rs. 12,000 
crores during 2010 (in thousand crores)? 
(1) 22  (2) 23  
(3) 24  (4) 23.90  
(5) 20.00  

Directions (Q. 56–60): Study the following information 
carefully to answer the questions that follow.  
Sujoy wants to start a small business and he is planning to 
raise funds from different sources as shown in the following 
pie chart:  

 
 

 56. What percentage of the total funds is raised from 
investors? 
(1) 29.8 (2) 29.0 
(3) 30.0 (4) 30.9 
(5) 31.2 

 57. Around 10.80% of the funds was raised from which of 
the following sources? 
(1) Savings  (2) Bank loans 
(3) Borrowings - friends  (4) Borrowings-relatives 
(5) Investors  

 58. Borrowings from friends constitute what percentage 
of the total funds? 
(1) 17% (2) 11% 
(3) 22.3%  (4) 5.2% 
(5) 3.6% 

 59. Suppose the requirement for funds increase to 
`4,81,500 and Sujoy wants to raise the additional 
amount from investors only. By what percentage 
should the investors’ contribution be increased? 
(1) 12% (2) 16% 
(3) 22.3%  (4) 33% 
(5) 50%   

 60. What percentage of the total funds has been 
borrowed all together from family and friends? 
(1) 11.11% (2) 16.06% 
(3) 18.23% (4) 23%  
(5) None of the above 

Directions: (Q. 61–65): The radar graph given below shows 
the number of employees in Company A and Company B in 
different years. Study the graph and mark the appropriate 
answers. 

 
 

 61. If the ratio of male to female employees in Company 
B in 2010 was 5:3, then what was the number of 
female employees in Company B in that year? 
(1) 800 (2) 750 
(3) 900 (4) 600 
(5) 1000 

 62. The number of employees in Company A in 2011 and 
2012 together is what percentage more than the 
number of employees in Company B in 2008 and 
2009 together? 
(1) 180 (2) 150 
(3) 35.71 (4) 128.25 
(5) None of the above 

 63. What is the ratio of the total number of employees in 
Company A and Company B for all the years together? 
(1) 10:9 (2) 9:8 
(3) 7:6 (4) 6:5 
(5) 5:4 

 64. If the average number of female employees in 
Company A for all years is 900, then what is the 
average number of male employees in Company A for 
all the years? 
(1) 1240 (2) 1500 
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  Percentage increase in the number 
of employees in company C in 2013 

=  3250 2838
100

2838


 = 14.51 

   Percentage increase in the num-
ber of employees in company C is 
the highest in 2011. 

 50. (1) Total number of employees in all 
the four companies together in 
2013 = 2400 + 2510 + 3250 + 
2876 = 11036 

  Total number of employees in all 
the four companies together in 
2014 = 2756 + 2488 + 2635 + 
3316 = 11195 

  Required difference = 11195  
11036 = 159 

 51. (3) Required ratio =   

  = 9:11 

 52. (3) Required answer =  

 
. .

 

  = 24.83 

 53. (5) Required percentage =   
. 	 	 . 	

  100 

  = 155.20%  

 54. (4) Required Sum = 20 + 15 + 22 + 
22 + 15.75 + 22.5 + 21.5 + 17 + 
23.5 

  = 179.25 

 55. (5) Required average = 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

= 20,000 crores 

 56. (4) Required % 

  = 1,29,000
100

4,17,000
   

  = 30.9% 

 57. (4) By trial and error, we can find 
that 45,000/417,000 = 10.80%.  

 58. (4) The required percentage is = 
(22,000/4,17,000) × 100 = 5.2%.  

 59. (5) Additional amount of funds re-
quired = 4,81,500 – 4,17,000 = 
64,500. The present contribution 
received from the investors is 

1,29,000. Therefore, the required 
percentage = (64,500/1,29,000) 
×100 = 50%.  

 60. (2) Total amount of contribution 
made by friends and family = 
22,000 +45,000 = 67,000. There-
fore, the required percentage = 
(67,000/4, 17,000) × 100 = 
16.06%. 

 61. (4) Number of female employees in 
Company B in 2010 

= 3
1600 600

8
   

 62. (1) Number of employees in Com-
pany A in 2011 and 2012 together 
= 2400 + 3200 = 5600 

  Number of employees in Company 
B in 2008 and 2009 together = 
1200 + 800 = 2000  

  Required percentage = 
 5600 2000

2000


 × 100 = 180 

 63. (4) Total number of employees for 
Company A = 1600 + 2400 + 2000 
+ 2400 + 3200 + 2800 = 14,400  

  Total number of employees for 
Company B = 1200 + 800 + 1600 
+ 2800 + 2400 + 3200 = 12,000 

  Required ratio = = 6:5 

 64. (2) Total number of female employ-
es for Company A = 900 × 6 = 
5400 

  Total number of male employees 
for Company A = 14400  5400 = 
9000 

  Average number of male employees 
in Company A for all the years = 
9000

6
= 1500 

 65. (5) Number of employees who were 
not given any increment = 68% of 
2800 + 52% of 3200 = 1904 + 
1664 = 3568 

 66. (3)  Amount spent on supplies in 

2001 = 
	×	

 

= `2,40,000 

  Amount spent on supplies in 2002 

= 
	×	

 = `4,20,000 

  Amount spent on supplies in 2003 

= 
	×	

 = ` 4,50,000 

  Amount spent on supplies in 2004 

= 
	×	

 = `2,00,000 

  Amount spent on supplies in 2005 

= 
	×	

 = `3,00,000 

 67. (4) Amount spent on salaries in 

2001 = 
	×	

 = ` 4,80,000 

  Amount spent on salaries in 2002 = 
	×	

 = `6,00,000 

  Amount spent on salaries in 2003 = 
	×	

 = `6,75,000 

  Amount spent on salaries in 2004 = 
	×	

 = `7,00,000 

  Amount spent on salaries in 2005 = 
	×	

 = `7,80,000 

  Increase in salary in 2002 over 
2001 = 600000 – 480000  
= ` 1,20,000 

  Increase in salary in 2003 over 
2002 = 675000 – 600000 = 
`75,000 

  Increase in salary in 2004 over 
2003 = 700000 – 675000 
= ` 25,000 

  Increase in salary in 2005 over 
2004 = 780000 – 700000 = 
`80,000 

 68. (3) In 2005, the company’s total 
expenditure on equipment = 
	×	

 = `1,20,000 

  Amount spent for the purchase of 
mail room equipment = 	×
120000 = `30,000 

  Amount spent for the purchase of 
miscellaneous office equipment = 
`1,20,000 – `30,000 = `90,000 

 69. (1) The expenditure percentage of 
salaries and equipment together in 
2001 = 10% + 60% = 70% 




