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National Science Talent Search Scheme (NSTSS) was initiated by The National Council of Educational Research and Training 
(NCERT), Government of India, in the year 1963 with a view to identify talented students and award them with scholarships. 
In1976 it was renamed as National Talent Search Scheme (NTSS). Over the years it underwent several changes, the most 
recent change (made in the year 2012) being that NTS examination would be held at the end of Class X.

The scholarships are awarded for pursuing courses in Sciences and Social Sciences up to doctoral level and in professional 
courses like medicine and engineering up to post-graduate level, subject to stipulated conditions.  

NTSE is a two-stage selection process. While the individual State/UT conducts the first stage selection, the second stage 
selection at the national level is carried out by NCERT.

State Level Examination

Each State/UT conducts its own examination. They have the autonomy to lay down their own norms for the purposes of 
determining the eligibility of candidates. This examination is primarily used to recommend a given number of candidates 
for the second level test to be conducted by NCERT. The State Level Screening Examination is conducted in the month of 
November. Generally the states also follow the pattern of the national level, though there is no negative marking in most of 
the state level examinations. The results of State Level Talent Search examinations are declared by the respective States/UTs in 
January/February.

National Level Examination

There is no fee for appearing in the National Level Examination. Only the candidates selected by the States/UTs on the basis 
of their screening examination shall be eligible to appear in the National Level examination, which is conducted by NCERT 
on the Second Sunday of May every year (unless otherwise notified). The Stage II examination consists of MAT (Mental 
Ability Test), SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) and LCT (Language Component Test). Negative marking is applicable and 1/3 
mark will be deducted for a wrong answer (no deduction for unattempted questions). The result of National Level Talent Search 
Examination is posted on NCERT website in July/August. 

Eligibility 

All students studying in Class X in any type of recognized school will be eligible to appear at the State Level Examination from 
the State in which the school is located. The state may impose any other eligibility condition for appearing in the screening 
examination, like any qualifying percentage of marks in the previous annual examination, etc. 

About NTSE
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Paper Pattern

Tests Subjects Marks Time (min)

MAT 50 45

SAT
 
 

Science 40

90Mathematics 20

Social Science 40

English Language Skills 50 45

How to Prepare

We recommend that you go through the Sectional Strategies/Tips and then start with the Sectional Tests in the book. Pick up 
a subject area, check strategy with step-wise solved example, and take the test. After you are done with the first test, it is very 
important that you do an analysis of weak areas to improve, before moving to the next test. Use the answer keys provided in 
the book to do a self-score and note down the questions you attempted incorrectly. Refer to the detailed solution for these 
questions in the book and try to understand why your answer was wrong and the underlying concept which you missed. It 
would also help to attempt a few questions on the same concept again.

Once you have finished the sectional tests for all subject areas, you can move to the complete mock tests. Remember every 
test is an opportunity to improve when you work on the identified weaknesses before you move to the next test. The complete 
book contains 3600 highly relevant questions with detailed solutions, in one of the most comprehensive preparations for 
NTSE available. 

Then you can move to the previous year papers (Stage II) and check your preparedness by attempting the actual Stage 
II papers, one by one. The conceptual solutions at the end of these papers tell you where you went wrong or what you could 
have done to get a question right. 

An excellent way to do all of the above and even more in an easier and more scientific way is to visit the companion page 
of this book at wiley.tcyonline.com. You can enter the code of the test you took (mentioned in the book) and access a response 
sheet. When you fill in your responses there, you get a complete analysis of your performance as well as more practice on your 
weak areas. All automated!

All the best!



Preface

This book aims to serve as a complete guide for NTSE aspirants and has been patterned on actual papers of the last many years. 
The Mock Tests comprehensively cover the entire range of topics in MAT, SAT and English Language Tests that feature in this 
highly prestigious competitive exam.

The defining feature of this book is, however, the Sectional Strategies and Sectional Tests, to guide you through the initial 
preparation. The Mock Tests give you adequate practice, and then lead you to the actual Previous Year Papers with solutions, 
to give you the feel of what to expect and how to handle. 

Previous 
Papers

Test on the Hot Seat as well as 
Course Correction

Mock Tests Simulated Practice

Sectional 
Tests

Conceptual Practice

Strategies Conceptual Clarity

Online Reference 
(TCYonline.com)

Where you stand, and

What you need to  
do next to succeed

Students are hereby advised to attempt the mocks under timed conditions. After every test they may self-score from the answer 
keys and refer to the detailed solutions wherever they went wrong. Topic areas that consumed more than two minutes of their 
time per question, need their immediate attention. These may even be discussed with teachers and peers, so that alternative 
approaches to problem solving could be learnt and fresh ideas obtained on the correct line of thought.

This book works on the principle of systematic identification and elimination of weak areas. So every mock test is a unique 
opportunity to improve.

In no case should the right answers be memorised. The concept is important, not the answer. So, emphasis has to be laid 
on the concept.



We strongly advise taking the 5 sectional tests before starting with the full length Mocks and the Previous Papers. After 
each sectional test, the student may either self-score or enter the answers into the TCY companion page for a more detailed 
and personalised experience. The answer key provided at the end of the book is meant to tally the student answers with the 
right answers. All the questions, where the student answer doesn’t match that in the answer key, need to be marked. Refer to 
the detailed solutions to know where you went wrong and what underlying concept you missed. Try to get more practice on 
those concepts from TCYonline.com. 

Team TCY
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Dear Student,

Before you even begin turning over the leaves of this book, ask yourself: 

Why do I need this Book?

A major part of your learning at school is purely Board-exam oriented, where you are taught to answer certain questions in a 
certain way.  You are expected to compete only with your classmates and that too only on the concepts directly taught by your 
teachers from your course material. The competition is mostly at the local level and the scoring systems tend to favour strictly 
what was taught in the class.

Now you are looking to widen your horizon. You are aspiring to compete and excel at the national level. You are expected 
to do well not only in your core subjects but also in other related spheres. Your learning is not limited to quoting extracts/
concepts taught in your class. It now encompasses your ability to reason out and find the answers that a lateral ability can 
scarcely ensure.

The book in your hands is a systematic attempt not only to build upon your conceptual and logical ability, but also to 
promote in you a questioning attitude that enables you to find reasons why something is or is not right.

What does this Book Contain?

 • Analysis of Previous Year Papers (Section-wise) – to know the trends in question types

 • A quick overview of topics (Section-wise)
 •  Strategies and Tips: General and question-wise, with application of strategies to solve questions from Previous Papers
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                                                                         Social Science 

In this section History and Geography carry 15 marks each whereas Political Science (Civics) and Economics carry a 
weightage of 5 marks each. The questions asked are strictly based on NCERT Books of Classes IX and X. State board 
students where NCERT books are not followed must make sure that they have reviewed the e-textbooks available on NCERT 
website. For a quick overview and practice, you can use TCYonline resources for CBSE and NTSE. In this section, some 
states also include a few questions from the state’s history. 

NTSE 3-Year Paper Analysis: Economics 

Topic Areas / No. of Questions 2015−16 2014−15 2013−14 

Basic Economic Concepts 1 2 0 
Consumer Rights 0 0 1 
Development and National Income 2 1 1 
Food Security in India 1 0 1 
Globalisation and Indian economy 0 0 0 
Money and Credit 0 1 0 
People as a resource 1 1 1 
Poverty as a Challenge 0 0 1 
Sectors of Indian Economy 0 0 0 

NTSE 3-Year Paper Analysis: Political Science 

Topic Areas / No. of Questions 2015−16 2014−15 2013−14 
Constitutional Design 1 0 0 

Democracy in the Contemporary World 2 2 3 

Electoral Politics 1 1 0 

Federal Structure of India 0 1 0 

Working of Institutions 1 1 2 
 

NTSE 3-Year Paper Analysis: Geography 

Topic Areas / No. of Questions 2015−16 2014−15 2013−14 

India: Agriculture 2 2 2 

India: Climate 2 2 2 

India: Drainage 2 3 1 

India:  Size, Location and Physical Features 3 3 4 

India: Industries, Transport, Trade and 
Communication 

1 1 2 

India: Natural Resources 2 1 1 

India: Natural Vegetation and Wild Life 1 1 2 

India: Population 1 1 0 

General Physical Geography 1 1 1 

A Note to the Students
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          Language Skills 
    
In this section, the coverage and pattern is very uniform over the years. It is one of the most predictable sections of NTSE. 
However, this is a qualifying section and the marks in this section are not counted towards the total in Merit list. 40% marks 
are required in this section to qualify. 
 

NTSE 3-Year Paper Analysis: English Language Skills 

Topic Areas / No. of Questions 2015−16 2014−15 2013−14 

Sentence Arrangements  4 4 4 

Cloze Test 8 8 8 

Reading Comprehension 15 15 15 

Word Fill-ups  14 14 15 

Idioms 6 6 6 

Antonyms 3 3 2 

GENERAL STRATEGIES AND TIPS 
 

1. There are 50 questions to be attempted in 45 minutes. Although the effort should be to answer all the questions within 
the stipulated period, this may not always be possible.  

2. So, the student has to be aware about time-taking questions and time-saving questions. The time-takers and time-savers 
may not be the same for everybody.  

3. Start with the questions that you are most comfortable with. These may be your time-savers. But more importantly, they 
will build up your confidence. If you start strong, you are likely to carry that confidence through the rest of the test  
as well.  

4. Each question carries 1 mark. There is 1/3 negative marking for each wrong answer.   
5. Since language section has many questions that are interpretation based, many questions will have options that are partly 

right or are second best. Since you need to select the best answer, and the second best may turn out to be wrong, it is 
advisable to proceed by Progressive Elimination. Eliminate the most wrong option first and proceed.  When you are left 
with only two options, the choice becomes easier.  

General Strategies for Question Types 
 

Reading Comprehension 
Reading comprehension is the most important question type simply because of the numbers involved. The answers to 
questions based on a passage occur in the same sequence in which the questions occur in the passage. So, the strategy can be 
as follows:  
 
1. Take a casual look at the questions to understand the passage better. 
2. Browse through the passage to understand the central point as well as “what lies where”. 
3. Now take the questions one by one and locate the answers in the passage. 
4. Arrive at the answer, not by selection, but by rejection. This means you should take a look at all the answer options 
 and first choose the most obviously wrong answer to eliminate. Then the next. When you are left with the last two 
 options, rejection becomes trickier. Choose the one that best describes the related information in the passage. Reject the 

General Strategies and Tips

Strategies for Question Types 
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NTSE 3-Year Paper Analysis: History

Topic Areas / No. of Questions 2015−16 2014−15 2013−14 

Effects of Colonialism in India 2 2 4 

French Revolution 1 2 2 

Industrial Revolution and Its Effects 2 2 3 

Nationalism in India 3 4 1 

Nationalist Movements in Indo-China 1 1 1 

Nazism and the Rise of Hitler 3 1 1 

Print Media and Social Awakening  1 1 2 

The Rise of Nationalism in Europe 0 1 1 

The Russian Revolution 2 1 0 

GENERAL STRATEGIES AND TIPS 
 

There are 40 questions in all. Each question carries 1 mark. There is 1/3 negative marking for wrong answer. Though 
intelligent guess is welcome, wild guess is a strict “no−no”. Simply stated, if you know for sure that two of the given answer 
options can’t be true, it is better to guess. A right answer out of the two will get you a full mark, and a wrong answer will lead
to deduction of only 1/3. But if you can’t even reject two options, it is better to skip. 

 

Match Questions 
Step 1: Peruse all the statements in the two columns.  
Step 2: Choose one pair of statements that is the best match. 
Step 3: Choose the next pair of statements that most likely match. 
Step 4: Now look at the options and eliminate options which don’t have the best match as well as the next best match. 

Ordinarily that will lead you to the answer.  

Example 1    

Match List-I (Revolution) with List-II (Area) and select the correct answer using the codes given below:   
               

List-I
(Revolution) 

List-II (Area) 

A. Blue I. Dairy development 
B. Green II. Fisheries development 
C. White III. Food production 
D. Yellow IV. Silk production 

(1) A−II, B−III, C−IV, D−I       (2) A−III, B−IV, C−II, D−I
(3) A−IV, B−II, C−I, D−III       (4) A−II, B−III, C−I, D−IV  
                                                                                                                                                             (NTSE 2015–16)

Solution:
1. What is green colour most associated with? Greenery, plants, crops, food 
 (If B – III are matched, options 2 and 3 are ruled out.)  
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   Mock Test – 10 
 

MAT

1. If “clock” is called “radio”, “radio” is called “oven”, 
“oven” is called “refrigerator”, “refrigerator” is called 
“television”, “television” is called “computer” and 
“computer” is called “laptop”, in which of the 
following will we store food? 

 (1) Refrigerator (2) Television 
 (3) Computer  (4) Oven 

2. Choose the option that defines the given word: 
 Travel 
 (1) Wander to  (2) To wander 
 (3) Wander in  (4) None of these 

Directions: In the following question, four groups of 
letters are given. One of these groups is different from the 
others in some way. 

3. Find the one that is different from the others. 
 (1) DBCA  (2) OMNL 
 (3) SQRP  (4) XVUW 

4. Which set of letters, when sequentially placed at 
 the gaps in the given letter series, shall complete 
 it? 
 _OPQ N_PQ NO_Q NOP_ 
 (1) ONQP  (2) NOQP 
 (3) NOPQ  (4) PQNO 

Directions: Which of the following numbers will replace 
the question mark (?) in the figure given below? 

5. 12

30 24

4

16

40

40

24

24

16

25

9

?96

 (1) 25   (2) 35   
 (3) 49   (4) 50 

Directions: In this question, a series is given with one 
term missing. Choose the correct alternative from the 
given choices that will complete the series. 

6. What will come in the place of “?” in the given 
 series? 

 G8, H13, I18, ?, K28 
 (1) I21   (2) J20    
 (3) J23   (4) J25 

Directions:  Find the wrong number in the series given     
below. 

7.          2, 3, 7, 26, 121, 721, 5041 
  (1) 3    (2) 7    
 (3) 26    (4) 121   

8. Identify the diagram that correctly represents the 
 relationship among cricketers, bowlers and  
 spinners. 

          a b c d

 (1) a   (2) b    
 (3) c   (4) d 

Directions: Study the following diagram and answer the 
question given below. 

Europeans

People who

People who

People who
know german

know french

j f
e

d
g

h

c a
b

i

British

know english

9. The non-British who know French or German are 
represented by 

 (1) c, f, i, a  (2) f, i, h, g 
 (3) j, i, c, f  (4) d, f, j, c 

10. Replace each letter by a digit. Each letter must be 
 represented by the same digit and no beginning 
 letter of a word can be 0. 

O N E
O N E
O N E
O N E
- - - - - -
T E N
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LANGUAGE 
Sectional Test – 1

Directions for Questions 1 – 5: Read the following 
passage and answer the questions given after it. 

The word consumerism means the consumption of 
resources by the people. It is a process and habit of 
chronic purchasing of new goods and services, with scant 
attention to the true need, durability, origin of the product 
or the environmental impacts during manufacture and 
disposal. Modern societies that are based on using large 
amounts of goods, especially those that are manufactured 
for one time use, are extremely wasteful. The current 
consumption patterns are depleting non-renewable 
resources, poisoning and degrading ecosystems, and 
altering the natural processes on which life depends.  

Consumerism is driven by huge sums spent on 
advertising, designed to create both a desire to follow 
trends, and a personal feeling of satisfaction based on 
acquisition. The mega shows are sponsored by 
manufactures of automobiles, televisions, refrigerators, 
air-conditioners. Cosmetics, soaps, detergents, textiles 
with prizes and other incentives kindle passion and 
unquenchable desire to have the latest items in their fold. 
Thus, vital materials and energy resources are squandered 
by various sections of the society. Once used, the goods 
are thrown as waste. So, energy and space required to 
dispose these used articles trigger energy crisis and 
shortage of land. Pizza Hut, McDonalds, Kentucky Fried 
Chicken and such other chains are another sign of 
consumerism. Polythene bags are yet another item that 
creates more problems now. The fast changing trends 
influence consumerism of natural resources and 
generation of waste lands. 

1. Which of these statements indicates what is true 
 about the prevailing consumption patterns? 
 (1)  They are depleting natural resources. 
 (2)  They are bought after a lot of  
  consideration. 

(3)  They are in consistence with the natural 
processes. 

 (4)  They are maintaining harmony of the nature. 

2. According to the passage, what is the goal of 
commercials? 

 (1)  To create awareness about the product 
 (2) To provide huge discount offers 
 (3)  To allure the consumer 
 (4)  To create competition in the market 

3. What tempts consumers to possess latest articles? 
 (1)  Utility of the product 

(2) Subscription packages offered by the 
companies 

 (3)  Variety of products and innovative designs 
 (4)  Rewards and other fancy offers 

4. According to the passage, what sets off energy 
 crisis and land deficit? 

(1)  Pizza Hut, McDonalds, KFC and other 
 similar brands 

 (2)  The waste from the used products 
 (3)  The consumption of advertised products 
 (4)  Recycling of less used products 

5. Which of these is causing consumption of natural 
 resources and creating waste lands? 
 (1)  Rapidly changing trends 
 (2)  Increase in population 
 (3) Economic growth 
 (4)  Modernization of the cultures 

Directions for Questions 6 – 10: Read the following 
passage and answer the questions given after it. 

A balanced diet means getting the right types and amounts 
of foods and drinks to supply nutrition and energy for 
maintaining body cells, tissues and organs, and for 
supporting normal growth and development. Eating a 
balanced diet means choosing a wide variety of foods and 
drinks from all the food groups. It also means eating 
certain things in moderation, namely, saturated fat, trans 
fat, cholesterol, refined sugar, salt and alcohol. The goal is 
to take in nutrients you need for health at the 
recommended levels. Your balanced diet must be planned 
at your own calorie level, and your portion size is key. 
You want to get the most nutrients for the calories by 
choosing food with a high-nutrient density. Nutrient-
dense foods provide substantial amounts of vitamins and 
minerals and relatively few calories, such as fresh fruit 
and vegetables, lean meat and fish, and whole grains and 
beans. Low-nutrient dense foods have few vitamins but 
lots of calories, such as candy bars, soda, donuts and 
chips. Nutrition guidelines recommend eating a wide 
variety of foods. But, there’s a school of thought that 
holds that eating a variety of foods leads to overeating. 
There is a tendency to stay hungry longer and eat more 
food when flavors are diverse and keep changing because 
we tend to fill up on fewer calories when flavor variety is 
diverse. We have seen this principle in action when we 
come home with a load of groceries and want to sample 
the wide variety of tasty foods. 

 • 5 × 5 Sectional Tests followed by answers and solutions
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27. The management was ______ slow in dealing with 
 the complaints regarding safe drinking water.  
 (1) notoriously (2) nobly 
 (3) gently  (4) flexibly 

28. The Army Chief ____________ the soldiers to be 
 vigilant in these difficult times. 
 (1) exalted  (2) exhorted 
 (3) exasperated (4) exhumed 

 29.  The atrocities under Nazism were a/an _________ 
 violation of Human Rights. 

  (1) outright  (2) agreeable 
  (3) blatant  (4) subtle 

Directions for Questions 30 – 35: Select the meaning of 
each underlined phrase/idiom. 

30. Nita had a hard time dealing with the real world as 
 she was living in a fool’s paradise.
 (1)  living in a paradise of idiots  
 (2)  living in an illusion 
 (3)  living in the past 
 (4)  living in the reality 

31. She seemed to be chewing the cud when I asked 
her about the appraisal. 

 (1)  grinding her teeth 
 (2)  thinking deeply 
 (3)  feeling annoyed 
 (4)  moving restlessly 

32. Mita was caught in a jam as she had not prepared 
 for the interview. 
 (1) in a traffic  (2) in a trouble 
 (3) in a trap  (4) in a happy state 

33. If she keeps flying off the handle like that, her 
 employees would file a complaint with the senior 
 management. 
 (1) taking off  (2) being indifferent 
 (3) dislocating (4) losing her temper 

34. Whosoever comes and goes, it is important to keep 
 the ball rolling in life. 
 (1)  earn more and more 
 (2)  work constantly 
 (3)  keep the task going 
 (4)  make the best use of 

35. Rimi had a brush with death when the brakes of 
 her car failed suddenly. 
 (1)  had escaped 
 (2)  had avoided 
 (3)  had won  
 (4)  had a slight encounter 

Directions for Questions 36 – 43: In the following 
passage, there are some numbered blanks. Fill in the 
blanks by selecting the most appropriate word for each 
blank from the given options. 

A man found the _____(36)_____ of a butterfly, that he 
brought home. One day, a _____(37)_____ opening 
appeared. He sat and _____(38)_____ the butterfly for 
several hours as it struggled to _____(39)_____ its body 
through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop making any 
progress. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could, 
and it could go no further. So the man decided to help the 
butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and snipped 
_____(40)_____ the remaining bit of the cocoon. 

The butterfly then emerged _____(41)_____. But it 
had a swollen body and small, shriveled wings. The man 
continued to watch the butterfly because he expected that, 
at any moment, the wings would enlarge and expand to be 
able to _____(42)_____ the body, which would contract 
in time. Neither happened. In fact, the butterfly spent the 
rest of its life crawling around with a swollen body and 
shriveled wings. It never was able to _____(43)_____. 

36. (1) caterpillar  (2) fly 
 (3) insect  (4) cocoon 

37. (1) large  (2) vast 
 (3) great  (4) small 

38. (1) looked  (2) watched 
 (3) stared  (4) touched 

39. (1) move  (2) force 
 (3) come  (4) took 

40. (1) of   (2) off 
 (3) in   (4) on 

41. (1) hardly  (2) easily 
 (3) happily  (4) fast 

42. (1) support  (2) control 
 (3) manage  (4) operate 

43. (1) die   (2) fly    
 (3) walk  (4) flew 

Directions for Questions 44 – 47: Select the most 
appropriate option to fill each blank from the given 
alternatives. 

44. We should _______ ourselves away from rogues. 
 (1) keep  (2) keeper 
 (3) kept  (4) keeps 

45. He is a ________ man, so everybody dislikes him. 
 (1) miser  (2) miserably 
 (3) miserly  (4) misery 
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 contrasting statement to the information in P. Q 
 follows R as the idea of improvement which is 
 mentioned in R is elaborated in Q. Thus, the 
 correct sequence is PRQ.  
17. Answer: (2) 
 S1 introduces the subject of the paragraph, the 
 country’s exports. R follows it as it talks of the 
 steps the Central government is planning to take to 
 boost the country’s exports. P follows it as it tells 
 about the proposed move by the Central 
 government. “This move” in Q refers to the move 
 in P. Hence, Q comes after P. Q links up with S5 
 as “these governments” in S5 refers to State 
 governments in Q. Thus, right sequence becomes 
 RPQ.  
18. Answer: (3) 
 Option 3 is correct here as the paragraph is about 
 the frequent use of power and the missing sentence 
 should give a reason for the statement made in A 
 and this is the case in option (3). 
19. Answer: (1) 
 Option 1 is correct as none of the other options 
 points towards the “global” nature of the problem 
 which is mentioned in A. 
20. Answer: (2) 
 “blind” is the only adjective that can qualify the 
 abstract noun “obedience” to make it match with 
 “implicit” submission. 
21. Answer: (3) 
 “deteriorates” is correct here as anything in excess 
 cannot strengthen/maintain the character as well as 
 the physical stamina of growing children. Topple 
 is a wrong word to use with “character”. 
22. Answer: (1) 

An explorer is only likely to possess “fortitude”  
out of all the qualities listed here. 

23. Answer: (1) 
 Option (1) is the answer as recommendation 
 means suggestion, proposal or guidance. 
24. Answer: (4) 
 Juvenile means “for children” or childlike. Thus, it 
 is the correct answer.  
25. Answer: (2) 

“Accidents” can only be “caused” by bad driving, 
not made/created/resulted. To use “resulted” here, 
 the preposition “in” is also required. 

26. Answer: (4) 
 If the candidates are influenced by moral 
 education, they are “unlikely” to use unfair means. 
27. Answer: (1) 
 “notoriously” is the correct adverb here as for 
 solving a problem, the management cannot be 
 nobly/gently/flexibly slow.  
28. Answer: (2) 

“Exhort” (meaning strongly encourage (someone) 
to do something) fits best in the context. 

29. Answer: (3) 
We need a word to go with “violation” here. Only 
 “blatant” fits best as it means something bad that is 
done openly and unashamedly. 

30. Answer: (2) 
“To live in a fool’s paradise” refers to living in a 
world of illusions. 

31. Answer: (2) 
 “To chew the cud” refers to thinking slowly and 
 carefully about something.  
32. Answer: (2) 
 “To be in a jam” means to be in trouble. 
33. Answer: (4) 
 “To fly off the handle” means to lose one’s temper. 
34. Answer: (3) 
 “To keep the ball rolling” means to keep the 
 thing/task going. 
35. Answer: (4) 
 “To have a brush with” means to have a slight 
 encounter with something. 
36. Answer: (4) 
 Cocoon is the correct word. If we read further, we 
 can comprehend how the butterfly struggles to 
 come out through a little hole. Cocoon is the 
 covering made of soft smooth threads that encloses 
 and protects particular insects. 
37. Answer: (4) 
 The best meaning in this line is expressed by 
 “small”. It is clear that the hole was small as the 

butterfly had to struggle a lot to come out of it. 
 Had it been larger in size, it would not have faced 
 so much difficulty. 
38. Answer: (2) 

“Watched” is the most appropriate verb as the person 
is watching the whole scene patiently and 
interestingly. He is not simply looking at it because 
he is paying his entire attention to the whole event. 
He is not staring at it for he is clearly noticing every 
change that is taking place in all moments. There is 
no evidence in the passage that he is touching it, so 
the correct answer is “watched”. 

39. Answer: (2) 
 As we can understand from the passage, the 
 butterfly was struggling hard to come out of the 
 cocoon and forcing itself out of it. Hence, “force” 
 is the right word. 
40. Answer: (2) 

According to the rules of grammar, the preposition 
 “off” is used along with words like cut or snip, as 
it means tearing off the remaining bits of 
something. The other words in the options are 
incorrect prepositions. 

41. Answer: (2) 
 “Easily” would be the correct word because after 
 the man cuts off the cocoon of the butterfly, it can 
 easily come out of it. He did not face difficulty 
 coming out of it once he was helped by the man. 

 • 10 Mock Tests followed by answers and solutions
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 Mock Test – 10 
 

MAT 
 

1.  (2) 2. (2) 3. (4) 4. (3) 5. (2) 6. (3) 7. (3) 8. (2) 9. (3) 10. (4) 
11. (3)  12. (1) 13. (4) 14. (2) 15. (1) 16. (2) 17. (3) 18. (4) 19. (3) 20. (1) 
21. (4) 22. (1) 23. (4) 24. (3) 25. (3) 26. (1) 27. (2) 28. (3)  29. (2) 30. (2) 
31. (4) 32. (3) 33. (3) 34. (4) 35. (1) 36. (4) 37. (2) 38. (4)  39. (3) 40. (1) 
41. (2) 42. (1) 43. (1) 44. (4) 45. (3) 46. (4) 47. (3) 48. (1) 49. (4) 50. (3) 

 
 

Language Test 
 

1. (2) 2. (3) 3. (4) 4. (2) 5. (3) 6. (4) 7. (4) 8. (2) 9. (2) 10. (3) 
11. (4) 12. (3) 13. (2) 14. (2) 15. (2) 16. (1) 17. (1) 18. (1) 19. (2) 20. (2) 
21. (4) 22. (4) 23. (1) 24. (4) 25. (2) 26. (1) 27. (3) 28. (3) 29. (1) 30. (4) 
31. (2) 32. (3) 33. (4) 34. (3) 35. (3) 36. (1) 37. (2) 38. (4) 39. (3) 40. (1) 
41. (2) 42. (4) 43. (1) 44. (3) 45. (1) 46. (3) 47. (3) 48. (3) 49. (4) 50. (4) 

 
 

SAT 
 

1. (1) 2. (4) 3. (2)  4. (2) 5. (2) 6. (2) 7. (3) 8. (2) 9. (2) 10. (3) 
11. (2)  12. (2)  13. (2)  14. (3) 15. (3) 16. (4) 17. (2) 18. (2)   19. (2) 20. (3) 
21. (2)  22. (1) 23. (3)  24. (2) 25. (1) 26. (3) 27. (2) 28. (2) 29. (2) 30. (2) 
31. (1) 32. (3) 33. (3) 34. (3) 35. (1) 36. (1) 37. (2) 38. (4) 39.  (1)  40. (1) 
41. (3) 42. (4) 43. (3) 44. (3) 45. (4) 46. (4) 47. (3) 48. (3) 49. (4) 50. (1) 
51. (1) 52. (3) 53. (3) 54. (1) 55. (2) 56. (4) 57. (1) 58. (2)  59. (3) 60. (3) 
61. (4) 62. (3) 63. (2) 64. (1) 65. (3) 66.(2) 67. (4) 68. (2) 69. (1) 70. (4) 
71. (3) 72. (2) 73. (4) 74. (2)  75. (2) 76. (2) 77. (4) 78. (4) 79. (4) 80. (1) 

81.  (1) 82. (3) 83. (3) 84. (4) 85. (4) 86. (2) 87. (3) 88. (3) 89. (4) 90. (4) 
91. (2) 92.  (2) 93. (2)  94. (1)  95. (2) 96. (2) 97. (4) 98. (3)  99. (2) 100. (4) 

 
 

MAT 
 
1. Answer: (2) 

We will store food in refrigerator, but according 
 to the question, “refrigerator” is called 
“television”,  so we store food in television. 

2. Answer: (2) 
3. Answer: (4) 

In each of the given options, except (4), a group of 
 four letters has been arranged in the reverse 
 alphabetical order, but the positions of the middle 
two have been interchanged. 

4. Answer: (3) 
N O P Q, N O P Q, N O P Q, N O P Q  NOPQ 

5. Answer: (2) 

( ) ( )Top no. Bottom no. Left no. Right no.+ × +  

This  gives the number inside the circle.  

( ) ( ) ( )16 9 24 25 25 49 5 7 35+ × + = × = × =  

6. Answer: (3) 
Sequence →  the letter goes up by 1 place and the 
number goes up by 5. 

 I18 – J23 
7.        Answer: (3) 
  2, 3, 7, 26, 121, 721, 5041 
  2 ×  2 – 1 = 3 
  3 ×  3 – 2 = 7 
  7 ×  4 – 3 = 25 
  25 ×  5 – 4 = 121 
  121 ×  6 – 5 = 721 
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Answer Key 

MAT

1. (1)  2. (3) 3. (1) 4. (4) 5. (1) 6. (1) 7. (1) 8. (3) 9. (1) 10. (4) 
11. (3) 12. (1) 13. (2) 14. (4) 15. (3) 16. (2) 17. (2) 18. (2) 19. (2) 20. 3) 
21. (2) 22. (4) 23. (3)  24. (1) 25. (2) 26. (1) 27. (1) 28. (4) 29. (3) 30. (4) 
31. (3) 32. (2) 33. (1) 34. (2) 35. (4) 36. (2) 37. (1) 38. (1) 39. (4) 40. (4) 
41. (3) 42. (4) 43. (3) 44. (4) 45. (1) 46. (3) 47. (4) 48. (4) 49. (2) 50. (4) 

Language Test 
 

1. (4) 2. (4) 3. (3) 4. (1) 5. (2) 6. (2) 7. (1) 8. (1) 9. (4) 10. (3) 
11. (1) 12. (4) 13. (2) 14. (1) 15. (3) 16. (1) 17. (2) 18. (3) 19. (1) 20. (4) 
21. (4) 22. (1) 23. (3) 24. (1) 25. (4) 26. (2) 27. (3) 28. (2) 29. (2) 30. (1) 
31. (3) 32. (2) 33. (1) 34. (3) 35. (4) 36. (2) 37. (1) 38. (3) 39. (2) 40. (4) 
41. (2) 42. (2) 43. (3)  44. (4) 45. (3) 46. (2) 47. (3) 48. (1) 49. (3) 50. (4) 

SAT 
 

1. (4)   2. (2)  3. (3)  4. (1)  5. (4)  6. (2)  7. (3) 8. (2) 9. (4) 10. (3) 
11. (4) 12. (4) 13. (1) 14. (2) 15. (3) 16. (2) 17. (2) 18. (3) 19. (4) 20. (2) 
21. (4) 22. (4) 23. (4) 24. (3) 25. (4) 26. (2) 27. (2) 28. (2) 29. (4) 30. (4) 
31. (4) 32. (1) 33. (3) 34. (1) 35. (1) 36. (1) 37. (2) 38. (3) 39. (4) 40. (1) 
41. (1) 42. (4) 43. (4) 44. (3) 45. (3) 46. (2) 47. (2) 48. (4) 49. (3) 50. (3) 
51. (2) 52. (3) 53. (1) 54. (3) 55. (3) 56. (1) 57. (3) 58. (1) 59. (3) 60. (1) 
61. (3) 62. (1) 63. (4) 64. (3) 65. (3) 66. (2) 67. (4) 68. (2) 69. (3) 70. (2) 
71. (1) 72. (2) 73. (3) 74. (2) 75. (4) 76. (3) 77. (2) 78. (4) 79. (1) 80. (3) 
81. (1) 82. (2) 83. (3) 84. (3) 85. (4) 86. (3) 87. (2) 88. (1) 89. (3) 90. (4) 
91. (1) 92. (2) 93. (2) 94. (4) 95. (1) 95. (1) 97. (3) 98. (1) 99. (3) 100. (4) 

Answers with Explanations 

MAT 

1. Answer: (1)  
214 265 367 520 724

51 102 153 204

2.  Answer: (3) 
  Taken in reverse order JAN = 31, FEB = 28, MAR 
 = 31, so APR = 30 

 Hence, in reverse order, RPA30 is the answer.  
3.  Answer: (1) 
 A ×  B – C + D 
 A (+) = B (–)× C(+) 

↓
   D ( )   
 Here, A is brother of B, B is wife of C and C is 
 father of D. 
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Answer Key 

MAT

1. (1)  2. (3) 3. (1) 4. (4) 5. (1) 6. (1) 7. (1) 8. (3) 9. (1) 10. (4) 
11. (3) 12. (1) 13. (2) 14. (4) 15. (3) 16. (2) 17. (2) 18. (2) 19. (2) 20. 3) 
21. (2) 22. (4) 23. (3)  24. (1) 25. (2) 26. (1) 27. (1) 28. (4) 29. (3) 30. (4) 
31. (3) 32. (2) 33. (1) 34. (2) 35. (4) 36. (2) 37. (1) 38. (1) 39. (4) 40. (4) 
41. (3) 42. (4) 43. (3) 44. (4) 45. (1) 46. (3) 47. (4) 48. (4) 49. (2) 50. (4) 

Language Test 
 

1. (4) 2. (4) 3. (3) 4. (1) 5. (2) 6. (2) 7. (1) 8. (1) 9. (4) 10. (3) 
11. (1) 12. (4) 13. (2) 14. (1) 15. (3) 16. (1) 17. (2) 18. (3) 19. (1) 20. (4) 
21. (4) 22. (1) 23. (3) 24. (1) 25. (4) 26. (2) 27. (3) 28. (2) 29. (2) 30. (1) 
31. (3) 32. (2) 33. (1) 34. (3) 35. (4) 36. (2) 37. (1) 38. (3) 39. (2) 40. (4) 
41. (2) 42. (2) 43. (3)  44. (4) 45. (3) 46. (2) 47. (3) 48. (1) 49. (3) 50. (4) 

SAT 
 

1. (4)   2. (2)  3. (3)  4. (1)  5. (4)  6. (2)  7. (3) 8. (2) 9. (4) 10. (3) 
11. (4) 12. (4) 13. (1) 14. (2) 15. (3) 16. (2) 17. (2) 18. (3) 19. (4) 20. (2) 
21. (4) 22. (4) 23. (4) 24. (3) 25. (4) 26. (2) 27. (2) 28. (2) 29. (4) 30. (4) 
31. (4) 32. (1) 33. (3) 34. (1) 35. (1) 36. (1) 37. (2) 38. (3) 39. (4) 40. (1) 
41. (1) 42. (4) 43. (4) 44. (3) 45. (3) 46. (2) 47. (2) 48. (4) 49. (3) 50. (3) 
51. (2) 52. (3) 53. (1) 54. (3) 55. (3) 56. (1) 57. (3) 58. (1) 59. (3) 60. (1) 
61. (3) 62. (1) 63. (4) 64. (3) 65. (3) 66. (2) 67. (4) 68. (2) 69. (3) 70. (2) 
71. (1) 72. (2) 73. (3) 74. (2) 75. (4) 76. (3) 77. (2) 78. (4) 79. (1) 80. (3) 
81. (1) 82. (2) 83. (3) 84. (3) 85. (4) 86. (3) 87. (2) 88. (1) 89. (3) 90. (4) 
91. (1) 92. (2) 93. (2) 94. (4) 95. (1) 95. (1) 97. (3) 98. (1) 99. (3) 100. (4) 

Answers with Explanations 

MAT 

1. Answer: (1)  
214 265 367 520 724

51 102 153 204

2.  Answer: (3) 
  Taken in reverse order JAN = 31, FEB = 28, MAR 
 = 31, so APR = 30 

 Hence, in reverse order, RPA30 is the answer.  
3.  Answer: (1) 
 A ×  B – C + D 
 A (+) = B (–)× C(+) 

↓
   D ( )   
 Here, A is brother of B, B is wife of C and C is 
 father of D. 
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MAT 
 
1. Select the correct number that is missing in the 
 number series given below: 
 214, 265, 367, ?, 724 
  (1) 520  (2) 501 
 (3) 525  (4) 571 
 
2. Select the correct alphabet−number that is missing 

in the alphabet number series given below: 
 NAJ31, BEF28, RAM31, ?, YAM31 
  (1) RPA31  (2) PRA30 
 (3) RPA30  (4) PAR31 
 
3. P + Q means P is the father of Q; P – Q means P is 
 the wife of Q; and P × Q means P is the brother of 
 Q. Which of the following means A is the maternal 
 uncle of D? 
  (1)  A ×  B – C + D 
 (2)  D ×  C – B ×  A 
 (3)  A ×  C + B – D 
 (4) A – C ×  B + D 
 
4. Select from the alternatives two signs which need 
 to be interchanged to make the equation given 
 below correct. 
 36 ÷ 12× 6 + 9 – 6 = 38  
 (1) – and ×   (2) ÷  and ×  
 (3) – and +  (4) ÷  and + 
  
5. According to a certain code, “=” means “>”, “–” 

means “+”, and “+” means “–”. If a, b and c are 
positive integers and a = b = c, then which of the 
 following is true? 

  (1) b = a + c  (2) ac = b2 
 (3) a – c = 2b  (4) ab = c2 
 
6. Find the correct group of letters in place of “?” in 
 the following series: 
 FNHLJ, WOUQS, BNEKH, ?, DTHPL 
  (1) NBKEH  (2) NVPTR 
 (3) NFLHJ  (4) NDRZV 
 
Directions: The following question contains three figures 
in which numbers are written according to a pattern. Find 
the missing number from among the alternatives. 
 
7.

 

8 5 2 12 10

6 ?

8

3 9
44 54 80

4 3  
 

 (1) 13   (2) 14 
 (3) 12   (4)18 

Directions: The following question contains three figures 
in which numbers are written according to a pattern. Find 
the missing number from the given alternatives. 
 
8.

 12

7 5 5 6 9 ?

42 24 81

8 6  
  
 (1) 14   (2) 16 
 (3) 15   (4)11 
 
9. Two orientations of a cube are given below. 
 Which number will be opposite 3? 
 

 

6

6

5

2 1
3

 
 
 (1) 1   (2) 5 
 (3) 4   (4) 2 
  
Directions for Questions 10 – 11: The following 
question has a problem followed by a few numbered 
statements. Decide which of the statements is/are 
sufficient for answering the problem and choose your 
answer from the alternatives. 
 
10. A, B and C together can complete a piece of work 
 in “x” days. How many days would B alone take 
 to complete the work? 
 

 Statements: 
 I. C can complete the work in half the number 
  of days taken by A. 
 II B can complete the work in half the number 
  of days taken by A and C together. 
 III.  A and C taken together can complete the 
  work in “z” days. 
  (1) Both I and II are required 
 (2) I alone is sufficient 
 (3) II and III taken together are sufficient 
 (4) Either II or III is sufficient 
 
11. A boat travels in a stream from A to B and then 
 from B to A. What is the speed of the boat in still 
 water? 
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Step II: You are led to the following page.

 • Access to TCYonline Analytics to check 
 • Where you stand; and
 • What you need to do next to succeed

How do I access TCYonline for Test Analysis?

Step I: Enter your access code (see inside page of front cover).

 • 10 Mock Tests followed by answers and solutions

 • Three Previous Year Papers followed by answers and solutions
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Step IV: You get your Question-wise analysis, In-depth Analysis, Expert Recommendations, etc. as below.

Step III: Enter your answers as below.
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Steps to Use this Book

Now take actual NTSE papers (Stage 2) for the past three years and check where you stand

Take a sectional test

Read sectional analysis, strategies and tips with solved examples

Enter your answers on the TCY-page to get deep analysis

Identify the topic areas you need to revise

Revise the topics

Take the next sectional test and note the improvement

Revise the new improvement areas identified

Once you have finished the sectional tests move on to mock tests

Identify and improve weakness with every test

You will note your score improving with every subsequent test

You will note your score improving with every subsequent test

By the time you reach the end of the book you are well prepared to take on any NTSE paper
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