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The Purdue University recently celebrated its 150th 
Anniversary in Mumbai with Astronaut and its alumnus 
Jerry Ross in a festival inspired by the accomplishments 
and contributions of its alumni. Its theme - Giant Leaps 
- reminded everyone of the university’s alumnus Neil 
Armstrong and his historic statement on the moon. The 
celebration also served as the centerpiece of a yearlong 
event focusing on the most cr it ica l problems and 
opportunities facing our world and how Purdue and its 
alumni are addressing them.

Colonel Jerry Ross, who has been to space seven 
times, spoke on ‘My journey as a NASA astronaut: What 
if we found evidence of previous life on Mars?” Ross 
said, “There are many challenges to be overcome before 
we send humans to Mars. Current technologies would 
require astronauts to travel for 6-9 months to reach 
Mars and another 6-9 months to return, after having 
spent an additional year there awaiting proper planetary 
alignment.”

Dr. Suresh Garimel la , Purdue Execut ive Vice 
President for Research and Partnerships and US National 
Science Board member under the Trump administration 
was the master of ceremonies for the half-day-long series 
of interactive sessions.
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Wiley hosts inaugural Global Innovation Conclave

With a focus on bridging the skills gap and improving 
job readiness, Wiley, a global leader in research and 
education, brought together leaders of industry and 

academia for the inaugural Wiley Global Innovation Conclave 
2019 (WGIC) at the ITC Gardenia in Bengaluru. The event 
featured a series of InnovationNXT talks by stalwarts including 
Prof C N R Rao, Bharat Ratna Awardee and Honorary President 
of Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research; 
Gopichand Katragadda, Ex-Chief Technology Officer at Tata 
Sons and CEO, Myelin Foundry; Sriram Rajagopal, CEO 

and Founder, Diamondpick; Mohan Krishnaraj, VP and 
Global Head, User Experience, Harman International; Jo 
Vempati and Ramakant Vempati, Co-Founders, Wysa; as well 
as Wiley representatives, including Peter Wiley, Chairman 
Emeritus. The event also served as the official launch of the 
Wiley Innovation Black Book on Exponential Technologies, a 
resource guide comprised of 18 co-authored, thought-provoking 
pieces by industry experts, sharing their vision on the impact 
of exponential technologies across industries in future forward 
scenarios. The book is available on Wiley.com.
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