The pathway to new-age education

HYBRID Using a mix of traditional offline methods with the new online tools is key for success in the future

Vikas Gupta

= letters@hindustantimes.com

The face of education needs an
enormous reform to arrive at a
point of distinction. With con-
stantevolutiondemandingusto
adaptatarelentlesspace,educa-
tion has become a direct reflec-
tion of the change that we pre-
dicted yearsago. While theactual
need of the hour is a coherent
transformation in the learning
ecosystem with a future-led
approach, we still have to intro-
duce achange thatredirects our
pathfromthetraditional state of
learning.

With all the easethat the Inter-
netbringsinandtherateatwhich
onesees theincreasein thenum-
ber of online courses is a testa-
ment to the acceptance of online
learning over traditional meth-
ods.Letusnow look attheessen-
tialingredientsthat are prerequi-
sitefor asuccessful model.

FOCUSONSKILLS,NOT
SEMESTERS

Traditional learning always
takes placein the physical plane
of existence, within the confines
of the classroom. It lays its
emphasisonaharmoniousunion
between both theoretical and
practicalknowledge thatisbeing
imparted. In the case of higher
education, the different
approaches are divided into a
fixed set of semesters, toreconcile
with the entire length of the
course itself. This has one obvi-

= Online courses involve a method where different tools are used to maximise learning

ousdrawback, however-ittends
to ignore a student’s skill set
whileemphasizingon things that
a student may do well without
knowing. A dilemma as such
presents us with a choice - to
either exist with the traditional
model of learning or to bring a
changefor astreamlined focus on
skills.

Traditional learning relies
upon pedagogy thatisbased upon
impartingknowledge withinthe
boundariesofaclassroom, where
theteacher or professor explains
and elaboratesuponthekey con-
ceptspertainingto the subjectat
hand. On the other hand, online
coursesinvolve aricher, hybrid
pedagogical method where differ-
enttoolsare utilized to maximize

theunderstanding ofthe students
and enable them tohave abetter
command ofthe subjectathand.
With the introduction of Online
courses, comesacomprehensive
solution to evaluate students’
capabilitiesand hone their skills.
Drifting further from the tradi-
tional model of learning, these
online platforms resonate with
thedemandsoftheincomingage
of disruption. Online learning
canalsoinclude interactive vid-
eos, one-on-oneinteractionswith
the subject matter expert over
video chatting platforms, and
enable instant sharing of essen-
tial information to a large group
of people.

A complex, yetproportionate,
stir ofthe online and offline learn-
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ing models makes way for a
hybrid model, which inculcates
the traditional values of educa-
tionalong with the digitalmeans
of delivery.

INTERDISCIPLINARY
Intherealm ofhigher education
andacademia, werequireamass
effort to attain a state of coher-
ence. This perceived state over-
laps all the subjects known to
human knowledge on certain
points and constrains the objec-
tive of study to distinct and
related disciplines.

Also known as the state of
being interdisciplinary, this
effortallowsustoapply asubject
to the study of other subjects as
well. To varying degrees, tradi-

tional modes of learning have
attained interdisciplinary status
in many respects. But the true
interdisciplinary potential of a
subjectis revealed in the case of
online learning. Thanks to the
rapid rate at which ideas can be
communicated and shared witha
large number of people, it has
become possible for people con-
cerned with a subject to know
how that subject can beacademi-
cally related toanother subject at
aninternationallevel.

DEFLECTING FROMTHE
LECTURE SYSTEM:

With both hybrid and interdisci-
plinary becoming integral to
today’s educationsystem, learn-
ing has evolved into another
dimension ofexistence whereitis
notjustrestricted tothe mere use
of lectures to convey important
informationand toimpart knowl-
edge. E-learning breaks away
from existing restrictive tradi-
tional methods and from the
bounds of a fixed number of
semesters so that anybody who
might beinterested in the subject
canpartakeinreceivingthespe-
cialized knowledge on the sub-
ject. This makes education and
learningavailableforeverybody,
regardless ofage, gender or occu-
pation and atany time.

Let the year 2019 be a year of
disruptioneveninthe education
industry, spearheading a new
horizoninthefield oflearning
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